
Vol. 21, No. 9 September 1, 2019

Greetings Trinity Downtown! 

Students of Trinity Downtown are well underway with school and as we move into another year of 
youth ministry at Trinity downtown here are a few numbers to remember. 

364….312….260….208….156….104….52

Those are how many Sundays/Weekends 6th, 7th, 8th, freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors have 
until they graduate High School and head off to college or the workforce! Early on it may seem like 
a lot, or it may simply just seem like random numbers that are not applicable to you. For those of you 
who know me and how my brain works, I am no fan of numbers or math; however, I am a fan of data 
because it helps reinforce truth and remind me of why I do what I do. You see these numbers are how 
many weeks we have left to guide Trinity Downtown students into a lifelong relationship with Christ. 

Here is some good news. Your voice matters to young people, no matter your age, ability to relate, or 
social skills. Here is why. We believe here at Trinity Downtown that every generation through warmth, 

Continued on page 4 - see 5-1 Ratio



2 - Trinity Today

Children’s Ministry Picnic Had High Energy!
Trinity’s Children’s Ministry picnic was a great success! We had approximately 125 attendees for the 
picnic which was held immediately following the 10:50 am service on August 18. Many new families 
were introduced to Trinity’s Kingdom Quest and Foundations 56 Children’s Ministry programs. The kids 
enjoyed crafts and games including horseshoes, potato sack races, ring toss and an interactive drama 
featuring Gordy, our Kingdom Quest puppet.  Everyone enjoyed a picnic lunch with sandwiches, 
watermelon and cookies.

Buffalo Bayou Park Service Project
Friends, please join us on September 14th for a service project in our 
immediate community, serving Buffalo Bayou Park (BBP). We will meet 
at church by 7:30 a.m., ready to leave by 8:00 a.m. BBP will have us 
doing some manual labor to serve and beautify our park (exact 
location to be determined). Buffalo Bayou is the Houston Ship Channel 
and a length of it flows under I-45 at Houston and Washington. 

Please wear closed toe shoes and long pants. Otherwise, dress weather-
appropriate in a Trinity Downtown shirt (available at church).  Ages 8 
and younger may not volunteer. Ages 9-17 must have parent’s consent. 
One adult (21+) chaperone for every 10 youth (9-17) is required. 

Call/text Pastor Hofmann if you have questions (915.500.2993).

42 Fest
Come join us on September 21 from 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. to play the 
domino game 42.  Bring a partner—if you want.  Bring your own 
beer or wine—if you want. Bring your A-game—if you dare.

You may bring children, however child care will not be provided.  
Please bring children’s games to entertain them.

Card tables and dominoes are needed.  If you can bring either of these items 
or if you have questions, please contact Pastor Hofmann at mhofmann@
trinitydt.org or 915.500.2993.
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New Member Class - Begins September 8th
“Faith Discovery,” our 8-week class for those desiring to join Trinity Downtown, will 
begin September 8 from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. in Room 123.

The Faith Discovery class offers an opportunity to learn more about the Christian faith 
and how you can become part of the Trinity community as we each live out our faith 
every day.  Class participants will discover how God has uniquely gifted them, and 
how they, in turn, can use their gifts in service to Him and to our neighbors.  

Contact Pastor Dorn at mdorn@trinitydt.org for more information. 

Finance Corner - September 1, 2019
And my God will supply every need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 
To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. Philippians 4:19-20 ESV

Dear Supporter of Trinity’s Ministry:

Hopefully everyone in our church family has been physically refreshed this summer 
with travel vacations, outdoor activities, and family get-togethers.  Now schools are 
in session again, and we look forward to cooler weather and the changes that fall 
schedules bring.  Trinity Downtown’s programs, activities and ministries are back in high gear 
so that we all may be spiritually refreshed with worship, Bible study, fellowship, and service.

Your faithful stewardship has brought Trinity successfully through the “summer slump” most churches 
endure. Through July of this year, tithes and offerings remain 6% higher than our budget anticipated, 
and 23% higher than 2018! Your generosity has enabled our church to continue our ministries throughout 
the summer months and expand our interactions with our members and our community this fall.   Our 
actual expenses in July were slightly lower than the monthly budget; our total expenses for all of 2019 
are only 1% higher than anticipated. Trinity continues our scheduled operational debt payments and 
our asset replacement funding as authorized.  Your continuing financial support will make this fall a 
vibrant success!

Please remember that you can expand your stewardship by using a program offered by Amazon. 
Amazon will give Trinity a 0.5% rebate for all purchases made by our supporters when making their 
normal purchases at Amazon. It’s very easy—whenever you are shopping on Amazon, go to this web 
address (instead of www.amazon.com): 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-1238451

Using this service from Amazon won’t change the cost of the products you buy, and all of your 
account settings and preferences will be retained. The only thing that will change is that Trinity will 
receive a rebate!

Track your personal contributions and print your contribution letters online by logging into your Trinity 
Community Builder (“TCB”) account.  Just go to the “$” on the left-most panel on the screen. Select 
it, and your contributions are listed in detail. Select the “Giving Statements” options on the top right 
portion of the screen, your contribution statement can be viewed and printed.

God is doing great, new things here at Trinity Downtown this fall, and your strong stewardship 
continues to make a real difference in our outreach. Thank you for giving as God has called us to 
give—generously and with a joyful heart!

     Joyfully joining Jesus alongside you,
     Ron Lacy, CFO
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challenge, and grace can bring forth personal life experiences and wisdom 
that can be shared to better understand the Gospel of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. Yes, this includes you! 

Research done within the LCMS Youth Ministry office, Fuller Youth Institute, and 
Pew Research has shown that students are significantly more likely to retain 
their faith past high school when they have five caring Christian adults other 
than their parents in their lives. This is called the 5-1 ratio.

You may be asking yourself or thinking “where do I even start?” “There is no way a kid will want to 
be in a relationship with me, they will think I am annoying or weird. It will be too awkward!” Those are 
legitimate fears, however below are three practical ways you can be a part of the 5-1 ratio at Trinity 
Downtown.

1) With genuine warmth and consistency, begin by asking students meaningful questions. 

 a. Trinity Youth Ministries has been collecting fun-facts about students and will be presenting them 
in cabinets and slides before worship. Use this info to start up conversations. Ask simple things 
like “what do you like to do in your free time?” “What’s your favorite TV show/book series.” 
Listen to what they have to say and be genuinely interested even if you don’t understand 
exactly what they are talking about. What a perfect opportunity to learn something new! You 
can learn passions and priorities in a few short conversations. If the student doesn’t talk much, 
that is OK. Simply share that you are glad to see them. 

2) Share in life with the student. 

 a. Your wisdom and experience as an older adult are critical. Maybe you made a series of decisions 
that caused you to begin your career, or you went through a series of difficult relationships prior 
to finally meeting your spouse. Maybe you had a significant faith experience when you were 
younger and it’s been critical in shaping your faith today. Maybe you made a mistake or you 
had particular doubts in your faith and had to work through them. When young people hear 
the life experience (good and bad) of those who are older, it gives them a healthy view of their 
faith as they mature. As you share these experiences, be cautious not to demand that young 
people walk the same journey you did. Instead, find common ground by focusing on how God 
has been faithful through each season.

3) Support their journey. 

 a. Make sure you know when the student has games, performances, or special events in their 
lives like confirmation, learning to drive, etc... (Special events can be negative things as well 
- did the student fail a huge test? - did the parents recently get divorced and there is a court 
date coming up?) Help students navigate through transitions in life. Talk about and discuss 
these things with the student, show you care about what they are involved in, and if possible 
be present at these events, supporting them!

Those are three simple ways you can begin to be a part of the 5-1 ratio we aspire to have for each 
student of Trinity Downtown. Students need not adults who are cool and relatable; they simply need 
faithful consistent adults who share in life with them, pointing them to Christ. It is my passion and joy to 
be a part of the 5-1 ratio myself as well as be a catalyst for those relationships to form! 

      Joining Jesus With You All, 
      Michael Winckler 
      Director Of Youth Ministries

5-1 Ratio Continued from page 1
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Blood Donor Sunday
Our next Blood Donor Sunday will be held September 8, 8 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. in Room 124.  Sign-up sheets are located in the foyer.  If 
you would prefer a special time, please sign up either at the church 
or online at www.giveblood.org and pick Trinity’s drive (sponsor code 
0260) to set an appointment.  While scheduling an appointment ahead 
of time gives us an estimate of how many donors to expect and the 
Blood Center sends out the appropriate number of workers; an added 
bonus is we take scheduled appointments prior to walk-ups.    

We look forward to a very successful drive in September.  Double 
red cell and combination whole blood and plasma machines will 
be available for those wishing to donate that way.  Both count for two donations.

REMINDER: The minimum donor age requirement to give blood is 16 years old with a parent’s 
permission.  Weight must be 122 lbs. (still 110 lbs. for 17 and older) and in general good 
health.

REMEMBER: One unit of blood can save as many as three lives as it is broken down into three 
components – red blood cells, platelets and plasma.  

Blood donors will receive a free pair of SUPER HERO socks!

May our Lord keep you healthy so you can continue to contribute the gift of life!

Attention Parents and Grandparents 
of Trinity Downtown 
For centuries every Christian parent has been tasked with 
the vocation of passing on the faith to their children. A 
task many parents either find overwhelming or that they 
are “underequipped” to do. 

As a church family we recognize this and we invite you 
to join Becky and Pastor Aaron Richert in Sticky Faith 
Family Training. 

What is Sticky Faith? 

Simply put it is a 5-week training where you will be equipped with practical skills used by parents that 
will help shape lifelong faith in your children. 

You will be guided through a compelling blend of real-life stories and interviews with parents like 
yourself. This class will look into the hearts of parents discussing their own practical struggles, successes, 
and ideas that have shaped lasting faith in their own families, while delving into some of the latest 
national family research. 

We look forward to seeing you in Room 234 from 9:30 -10:30 a.m. starting September 8th and ending 
October 6th. 

       Joining Jesus With You All, 
       Michael Winckler 
       Director Of Youth Ministries 
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2nd Sundays Youth Group (12:30-2:00) or family events
4th Sundays/weekends  Service & Fellowship 

Weekly Sunday Bible studies f rom 9:30am-10:30am
Foundations 56: 5th-6th  
Confirmation: 7th-8th 

Monthly Youth Events 

• SEPTEMBER 8 - FAMILY ASTROS GAME
• SEPTEMBER 14TH - BUFFALO BAYOU SERVICE PROJECT*
• SEPTEMBER 22ND - BATTLEFIELD HOUSTON LASER TAG
• OCTOBER 13TH - YOUTH GROUP
• OCTOBER 25TH - TRUNKS & TREATS*
• NOVEMBER 10TH - YOUTH GROUP
• NOVEMBER 24TH - STUDENT LED SERVICE PROJECT
• DECEMBER 1ST - CHRISTMAS DECORATING CHURCH & YOUTH ROOM*
• DECEMBER 8TH - YOUTH GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTY!

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY
FALL - WINTER SCHEDULE

* CHURCH-WIDE FAMILY EVENTS
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  High School Sunday Morning Bible Study at Trinity Downtown 9:30am-10:30am
  High School Youth Group will be 1st & 3rd Saturdays of the month from 6:30pm-8:00pm.

1st Saturday will be held at Director of Youth Ministries Michael Winckler's home  
1700 Seaspray CT #1143 Houston TX 77007 

3rd Saturday at Trinity Downtown meeting at the old school entrance.  

 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY
FALL - WINTER SCHEDULE

• SEPTEMBER 8 - FAMILY ASTROS GAME
• SEPTEMBER 14TH - BUFFALO BAYOU SERVICE PROJECT
• OCTOBER 25TH - TRUNKS & TREATS
• NOVEMBER 9TH - BUBBLE SOCCER
• DECEMBER 1ST - CHRISTMAS DECORATING CHURCH & 

YOUTH ROOM
• DECEMBER 7TH - CHRISTMAS PARTY AT WINCKLERS!
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Silent Movie Shorts
October 20, 2019 at 2:30 p.m.
Organ concert featuring 
Todd Wilson playing 
Silent Movie Shorts 
plus a recital featuring 
seasonal favorites. 
Wilson, considered to 
be one of our country’s 
finest organists today, 
is head of the organ 
department at the 
Cleveland Institute of 
Music.

Following the concert will be Trinity’s annual 
Oktoberfest with brats and all the fixings, beer 
from St. Arnold’s Brewery, a polka band, games 
and a time for great fellowship.

Bring your friends and neighbors!

Trinity Concert Series - Save the Dates
Save the dates for the upcoming concerts to be presented by the Trinity Concert Series.

Carillon Concert
October 6, 2019 at Noon
Trinity Concert Series 
presents a Carillon 
Concert featuring our 
own Carla Barrows, 
Carillonneur. The 
theme for the concert 
is “Give Thanks to the 
Lord!” and will include 
a collection of 
Thanksgiving hymns, 
compositions for the 
carillon, and classic pieces.  It will also include 
the Festive Postlude on “Ein ‘feste Burg” by John 
R. Knox which was commissioned to celebrate 
Trinity’s 125th anniversary.

Sausage on a stick and ice cream will be served 
as you listen to Trinity’s 25-bell Therese Mohnke 
Carillon, so come enjoy the music and some 
tasty food treats.

The Brass Project - October 27, 2019 at 2:30 p.m.
The Brass Project in concert featuring Philadelphia-based brass sextet consisting 
of “six superb Curtis Institute brass players” (Philadelphia Inquirer) one of whom 

is Trinity’s own Oliver Barrett, son of John and Janice Barrett.

Trinity’s Archives
Trinity’s archives has received recent donations from present and former members to be preserved 
in our archives collection. Donations from Audrey Black, Pastor Black, Jean Faszholz, Janis Taube, 
anonymous donors, and memorabilia from Estates of deceased members are gladly received and 
greatly appreciated. Donations have included newspaper articles, special programs, directories, 
cassette tapes, candid and sport’s team photographs and other memorabilia. All donations 
to Trinity’s archives are valued and kept in archival sleeves and folders and in fireproof 
cabinets for preservation.

Any questions regarding the archives collection can be directed to Ruth Stoerkel, 
Historian at 713.686.1910.
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What Kind of Woman Might Be Cared 
for by a Stephen Minister?
• A woman like Sarah, who faced a major life-change at an advanced age;

• A woman like Hagar, who was abandoned along with her child, and needed 
someone to offer her hope and remind her of God’s presence;

• A woman like Hannah, who struggled with infertility;

• A woman like Naomi, who had lost loved ones;

• A woman like Ruth, who found herself in a new place and culture, and needed 
someone to journey alongside her;

• A woman like Esther, who faced a major decision and needed someone to help her process her 
concerns and offer encouragement;

• A woman like Mary of Nazareth, who had an unplanned pregnancy;

• A woman like Martha, who was burdened by the demands of daily life;

• A woman like Mary Magdalene, who needed forgiveness and someone to walk with her as she 
built a new life; and

• Perhaps, a woman like yourself.

There are times when every one of us (women AND men) experiences difficulties. God never intended 
for us to go through these challenges alone. That’s why God brought us together as a congregation—
and why our church has a Stephen Ministry.

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who have received 50 hours of specialized 
training to equip them to provide Christ-focused, highly confidential care to people experiencing a 
crisis, facing a challenge or simply going through a tough time.

If you’d like to learn more about our Stephen Ministry for yourself, a loved one, friend, neighbor or co-
worker (inside or outside our congregation) please speak with one of our pastors, or reach out to Ron 
Lacy at rlacy@trinitydt.org or 713.229.2970. 

(Next month, we’ll discover how many men of the Bible might have benefited from having a caring 
relationship with a Stephen Minister!)

BOARD OF ELDERS - CONTACT INFORMATION
Jim Baccus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . jimbaccus@comcast.net  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 713.956.1899
Delvin Dennis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ddennis@entouch.net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281.415.8787
Dan Krueger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . dwkrueger5@yahoo.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 901.258.4029
Steve Maynard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . smaynard@durwoodgreene.com . . . . . . . . 281.799.9600
Joshua Rodriguez  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . joshrodriguez@hotmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . 832.527.1957

Men of Trinity Downtown
Breakfast & Bible Study
Trinity’s Men’s Ministry will meet in Room 124 on Saturday, September 
28, at 9:00 a.m. for breakfast and a video-based Bible study (“Who Am 
I? What Am I Doing Here?”).  This is a time for men to be men around 
other men. All ages are welcome. Contact Pastor Michael Hofmann 
(mhofmann@trinitydt.org or 713.229.2905) for more information.
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Greetings from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis! 
Summer was busier than expected for Stephanie and me.  In addition to 
volunteering, VBS, and working my campus job, we tried to enjoy some of the 
summer benefits of the city.  “Love’s Labors Lost” at Shakespeare in the Park, 
“1776” at the Muny, and a carillon concert at the seminary provided some free 
entertainment outdoors for the hot summer days.  An invitation to the Lutheran 
Hour Ministries golf scramble fundraiser made a nice surprise in mid-June.  We 
were also treated to a Cardinals game in late June as part of the festivities of 
a friend’s wedding.  

July flew past us as we enjoyed Colonial 
Williamsburg, Yorktown, and Jamestown 
for several days.  Although it was hot, it was 
still a lot of fun to learn about the various 
trades and the people that occupied 
the town.  One of the most memorable 
things we learned is how many misconceptions most people 
have regarding that time period.  Most of this was attributed 
to Hollywood and how they fail to properly represent aspects 
of that society to modern Americans.  From Williamsburg, we 
headed to the DC area for the wedding of Stephanie’s brother. 

In addition to spending time with the bride’s family, fulfilling 
some groomsmen/bridesmaid duties for the couple, and seeing 
the church where Chris did his vicarage, Stephanie and I got to 
spend an afternoon in DC walking the National Mall.  I hadn’t 
been to DC since 8th grade and Stephanie hadn’t seen many of 
the monuments before, even though she had visited a couple of 
times before.  It was nice to reminisce about previous visits and 

see what had changed or what we noticed since our last visits. 

After our trip to Virginia, Stephanie went off to Minneapolis for the National Youth Gathering (NYG) 
while I stayed at home and worked a few more days on campus.  The realization really hit home at 
that point that I missed daily chapel there at the seminary.  It helped remind me of the great blessing 
that chapel is – the blessing of gathering together with brothers and sisters in Christ around the Word 
of our Lord to be strengthened and encouraged by that Word.  I realize that we get large doses of 
it as seminarians so that we would be formed properly as ministers of that Word.  But it also strikes 
me somewhat as a shame when the rest of God’s children go so long without that encouragement, 
strengthening, and formation.  I encourage you to be regular in your attendance of church services.  
This is the regular pattern of Christian life – to gather weekly to celebrate the work of our Lord and to 
receive His gifts to us.  And I encourage you also to be meditating on the Word of God daily, if you are 
not doing so already.  It may take various forms and you may be able to share it with others.  Whether 
on your own, with family, or with friends, keeping the Word before your eyes, in your mind, on your lips, 
and in your heart – this is essential to the life of a Christian. 

That wasn’t all for the summer, though!  After Stephanie returned from the NYG, we headed down to 
Texas to visit family and friends.  It’s a long trip (about 14 hours driving with stops), but it’s worth it to 
get home.  We’ve developed a ritual of stopping at Whataburger for dinner whenever we make the 
drive.  I didn’t eat fast food very often for several years before moving to St. Louis, but as soon as I left, 
my desire for Texas staples such as Whataburger, HEB, and Buc-ee’s suddenly kicked in.  Fortunately, I 
have been able to pass on my love for all things Texas to Stephanie so that now each trip back must 
include at least one stop at each of these places.  On this trip, I was able to add Blue Bell to this list.  
The Bride’s Cake and Cookie Cake flavors helped win her over.  A few old Blue Bell commercials we 
found on YouTube helped establish the love of our beloved Brenham-based legend. 

Chuck Ridley
Seminary Student

Stephanie and I enjoy the musical 1776 at the 
Muny in St. Louis before heading to Colonial 

Williamsburg for our delayed honeymoon.
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Our final trip was a bit shorter.  We drove up to Mequon, WI for the ordination and installation of 
Stephanie’s brother at Trinity Lutheran Church, Freistadt.  We were able to spend some time with the 
new couple, see the church where Chris will be serving, and even make a quick stop by Concordia 
University Wisconsin before we headed home.  We struggled with the hotel room A/C unit, listened 
to C.S. Lewis audiobooks, and ate a variety of cheese curds.  Although I felt slightly out of place, 
I was glad that I was able to participate in the ordination/installation service as a reader.  We are 
excited to see what our Lord will do through Chris in this congregation and their community in 
general.  Please keep him in your prayers.

With the summer update concluded, it is time to turn our 
attention to the start of vicarage.  It’s been a bit slower 
than I expected, but it seems that’s mostly due to timing.  
I appreciate how my supervisor has been looking out for 
me, ensuring I don’t get too much dropped on my plate 
all at once.  He has given me several books to read and 
we have been working on a plan to read several books 
together over the course of the year.  I have thoroughly 
enjoyed his preaching and becoming familiar with the 
congregation – the people and the particulars of weekly 
worship.  I am looking forward to learning a lot over the 
next year and becoming a part of these people’s lives.  I 
already see that there will be struggles as well as joys this 
year.  But through it all, the crucified and risen Christ will be 
the center which drives and focuses our ministry.  He is why 
we are here and why we do what we do. We proclaim 
the mysteries and mighty wonders of our gracious God to 
all the world.  May you be blessed in the hearing of God’s 
Word – growing in trust of our Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sanctifier – today and every day until Christ returns. 

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command you today shall be 
on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in 
your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall 
bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write 
them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” (Deut. 6:4-9, ESV) 

       In Christ,
       Chuck Ridley

I am installed as vicar at Lutheran Church of the 
Resurrection with Stephanie at my side.
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Be in the Word
Adult Bible Classes - Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

“Choose Joy - The Book of Philippians” - Led by Bill Fischer - Room 201
This “Prison Epistle” of Paul carries all of the doctrine and theology of the rest of his writings.  But 
the underlying theme of the book is joy and how it can be a part of all Christians’ lives.  The joy of 
being in Christ is there for the taking.  Through this study we hope to learn how to “Choose Joy.”

“Christian Rubric for Life” - Led by Tom DeVries - Room 206
On a routine basis we face questions that do not have simple answers.  We can see the logic in  
competing arguments, but we cannot be sure we see God in our responses.  This class appreciates 
that the answers are not simple, but that God has given us the knowledge through His Word, the 
tools provided by history’s greatest theologians and the aptitude that God bestowed in each one 
of us to develop our own personal Christian Rubric for Life.

“Encountering Jesus” - Led by Jim Cleary - Room 205 (Beginning September 8)
In this study, we’ll examine the stories of how seven people—among them a scholar, a failure, 
a blind man and an adulteress—found their lives changed forever when they met Jesus Christ. 
Looking at their lives can give you hope when you find yourself dealing with failure or with an 
emptiness nothing in life seems to fill. Discussion-oriented.

“Faith Discovery” - Led by Pastor Michael Dorn - Room 123 (Beginning September 8)
See description on page 3

“Sticky Faith” - Led by Pastor Aaron and Becky Richert - Room 234 (Beginning September 8)
See description on page 5

Kingdom Quest Sunday School - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

Pre-K (ages 3 - 4)/Kindergarten - Room 212  
1st - 4th Grade - Basement
5th/6th Grade - Room 207  

Confirmation - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

7th - 8th Grade - Room 124

Youth - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

9th - 12th Grade - USC (Underground Student Center in the basement)

Adult Midweek Bible Studies

Tuesday Women’s Bible Study - “The Great Deceiver” (Beginning September 3)
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. - Room 205 - Women’s Bible Study led by Matt Meier
Is Satan a real being, or is he just an outdated representation of evil? The Bible speaks of him as a rebel 
angel leading his minions against God, the holy angels, and all God’s children. But recent surveys 
suggest a majority of Christians in the United States don’t believe Satan really exists. In this four-week 
video-based study Rev. Mike Newman, currently serving as the President of the Texas District of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, explores what the Bible has to say about our ancient foe with the 
help of seminary professors Dr. Joel Biermann and Dr. John Pless, as well as pastors and individuals who 
have experienced the deadly guile of this great deceiver.

Wednesday Women’s Bible Study - “Family Trees and Olive Branches”
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. - Room 124 - Women’s Bible Study led by Jan Case

Wednesday Night Women’s Bible Study - “1st Corinthians” 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. - Room 207 - Women’s Bible Study led by Mary Oliver  
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“Appetite, Hunger and Feeling Full”
I found this article “food for thought “because I frequently do not always abide by these suggestions.  
I have been known to skip meals, stuff in food until I am uncomfortably full, or do not make healthy 
choices. I should “know better.”  This has given me a “wake up call” and I look forward to following 
through with changing my eating habits.

Appetite is that pleasant feeling that lets us know when it is time to eat. Sometimes mine does not 
work well. Hunger comes later, perhaps when we go past our normal mealtime and feel unpleasant 
pangs. These two (2) sensations, as we know them as appetite and hunger, are to work together 
to keep us eating regularly.  To be honest, I sometimes do not eat regularly. There is the part of our 
brain called the hypothalamus that controls appetite and hunger. A portion of the food we eat is 
converted into blood sugar (glucose). When our glucose level drops, the hypothalamus senses that 
and sends nerve impulses along the vagus nerve to our stomachs. These impulses trigger/stimulate 
the release of gastric juices which then set into motion the muscle contractions that produce hunger 
pangs. We can hear our stomach rumbling as juices and air pass through our intestines. I have those 
noises frequently because of my eating habits (UGH).  

If we don’t/can’t eat right away, these sensations gradually wear off and we may not feel hungry 
again for several hours. My noisy “belly” sounds don’t usually subside, so then I’m stuck with comments 
telling me your “belly is noisy” and I know I need to eat.  However, later in the day, when it is time for 
our next meal, most of us feel famished. (I do!) Once we’ve eaten, our brains recognize when we are 
full (so let us not overeat)!  So, as our stomach fills and stretches to its normal capacity, it sends the 
signal that our hunger has been satisfied.

Source:  Mayo Clinic Health Letter, August, 2019

“You, O Lord, keep my Lamp burning; my God burns my darkness into light.”  Psalm 18:28

Julie Bertrand, Retired R.N.

40 Days For Life 
The Fall  “40 Days campaign” will be from September 25th thru November 
3rd this year. Trinity Downtown has chosen Tuesday, October 29th for 
our day.  On that day Trinity is responsible for covering the Planned 
Parenthood facility at 4600 Gulf Freeway with our physical presence 
and our prayers from 6:30 a.m. til 6:30 p.m.  This is such a vital ministry 
because abortion has become such a political issue that more and 
more attention is being focused on abortion and more and more 
people are choosing LIFE. But we have to diligently continue with our presence and our prayers. 
Please prayerfully consider volunteering for a two hour shift on Tuesday, September 29th. You will not 
be asked to confront anyone...this is a “silent” vigil. Bring a lawn chair and your Bible, Hymnal or prayer 
book and spend two hours praying for an end to abortion and giving a voice to the voiceless. Call or 
email Jan Case at 713.677.4286 or 281.392.5899 or jcase001@gmail.com.

Sonrise Bible Study
Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. - Room 124 - Led by Pastor Black
Class discusses the Scripture readings assigned for the following Sunday.  The class is open to men 
and women.  Coffee is available.  For more information, contact Pastor Black at 713.229.2917 or 
dblack@trinitydt.org.

TnT Young Adults Bible Study
Current Study: “Book of Isaiah” - Meets 1st Friday at 7:00 p.m. and 3rd Saturday at 10:30 a.m.  Contact 
Pastor Michael Hofmann for details at 913.500.2993 or mhofmann@trinitydt.org.
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CHURCH REPORT
July 22 - August 26

TRANSFER OUT

• Ryan & Cindy Marotzke to 
Fishers of Men LCMS - Sugar 
Land, TX

• Brad & Dana Vieselmeyer, 
Garin and Owen to Grace 
LCMS - Midland, TX

• Debbie Jaurequi to Memorial 
LCMS - Houston, TX

REVENUE UPDATE

Year To Date through 08/25/19
Actual Receipts . . . . $1,219,653
Budgeted Receipts . $1,166,459

ORGAN FUND UPDATE

Year To Date through 08/25/19
Total Contributions . . . . $535,436
Remaining Balance . . . . $56,446

SUNDAY SCHOOL TOTALS

 PK-8 H.S. Adult Total

07/28 23 0 78 101
08/04 22 0 78 100
08/11 26 0 89 115
08/18 29 0 90 119
08/25 48 0 43 91

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

  5:00 8:15 10:50 Total

07/27  45 
07/28   173 140 358

08/03  36   
08/04   138 216 390

08/10  47   
08/11   153 143 343

08/17  43   
08/18   172 166 381

08/24  41   
08/25   221 155 417

STAFF DIRECTORY
713.224.0684

Senior Pastor
 Pastor Michael P. Dorn . . 713.229.2940

Pastor of Missions and Outreach
 Pastor Michael Hofmann . .713.229.2905

Visitation Pastor
 Pastor Donald G. Black . . 713.229.2917

Chief Financial Officer
 Ron Lacy . . . . . . . . . . . . . 713.229.2970

Dir. of Administration and 
Human Resources
 Trinity Garrett . . . . . . . . . . 713.229.2937

Director of Music and Worship
 Mary Voigt . . . . . . . . . . . . 713.229.2922

Director of Discipleship
 Matthew Meier . . . . . . . . 832.301.3105

Director of Youth Ministries
 Michael WInckler  . . . . . . 713.229.2910

Director of Accounting
 Roseann Gamez . . . . . . . 713.229.2962

Communications Coordinator
 Pam Schroeder . . . . . . . . 713.229.2944

Contributions Manager
 Angela Avant . . . . . . . . . 713.229.2963

Host
 Rollin Cattau . . . . . . . . . . 713.229.2950

Joyfully Sharing Christ’s Saving
Love With All People Now!

2019 GOVERNING BOARD

Jim Baccus (Elder)
Kim Davis (Vice-Chair)

Delvin Dennis (Chair/Elder)
Pastor Michael Dorn

Bo Hopmann
Dan Krueger (Elder)

Steve Maynard (Elder)
Jean Minsch
Janet Mueller

Joshua Rodriguez (Elder)
Cynthia Roney (Secretary)

Minutes of the Governing Board are available to our 

members at the Welcome Center.

Trinity Foyer Display
In recent months, Trinity members and guests have enjoyed 
displays of personal collections provided by members.  Displays 
have included “Stamps and Coins” by Pamela Anderson; “All 
About Easter” by Ruth, Elizabeth and Sharon Stoerkel; “Weddings 
in June - Porcelain Doll Collection” by Sharon Stoerkel, and “God 
Bless America - July 4, 2019” by Ruth Stoerkel and selected items 
from Trinity’s Archives collection.

We welcome displays of special collections.  To schedule a 
display, please contact Ruth Stoerkel at 713.686.1910 and leave 
a message.

Walk for the Bus 
The annual Walk for the Bus that benefits 
Houston Coalition for Life and their Blue 
Blossom Pregnancy Center will be held 
on Saturday, September 28th.  This is a 
two mile walk down Heights Blvd.  Ninety-
two percent of the pregnant abortion 
vulnerable women who receive a 

FREE ultrasound, CHOOSE LIFE.  For more information on walking 
or sponsoring a walker, contact Jan Case at 713.677.4286, 
281.392.5899 or jcase001@gmail.com.



  

September 2019
Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
71 2 3 4 5 6

148 9 10 11 12 13

2115 16

 10:00 AM LWML Bayou 
CIty Zone 
Executive Board 
Meeting

 5:00 PM Satellite Service
 6:30 PM HS Youth Group
 

 8:15 AM Traditional 
Worship (C)

 9:30 AM Bible Study Hour
 10:50 AM Traditional 

Worship (C)

 7:00 PM Houston 
Camerata 
Rehearsal

9:00 AM Staff Leadership 
Team Meeting

 10:00 AM Women’s Bible 
Study

 6:00 PM Stephen Ministry
 7:00 PM Houston Bronze 

Ensemble 
Rehearsal

 7:00 PM Houston 
Symphony 
Chorus 
Rehearsal 

 9:30 AM Women’s Bible 
Study

 10:00 AM Devotions at 
HPCC

 6:15 PM Trinity Bells
 6:30 PM Women’s Bible 

Study
 7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

 6:30 AM Sonrise Bible 
Study

 10:00 AM Ladies Circle 
Meeting/
Luncheon

 1:00 PM Peace-Filled 
Quilters

 

 7:00 PM Houston 
Camerata 
Rehearsal

 9:00 AM Staff Leadership 
Team Meeting

 10:00 AM Women’s Bible 
Study

 7:00 PM Houston Bronze 
Ensemble 
Rehearsal

 7:00 PM Houston 
Symphony 
Chorus 
Rehearsal 

 9:30 AM Women’s Bible 
Study

 6:15 PM Trinity Bells 
 6:30 PM Women’s Bible 

Study
 7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

 6:30 AM Sonrise Bible 
Study

 2:00 PM 42 Fest
 5:00 PM Satellite Service
 6:30 PM HS Youth Group
 

 7:00 PM Houston 
Camerata 
Rehearsal

17 18
 9:30 AM Women’s Bible 

Study
 10:00 AM Ladies Circle 

HPCC
 6:15 PM Trinity Bells 
 6:30 PM Women’s Bible 

Study
 7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

 9:00 AM Staff Leadership 
Team Meeting

 10:00 AM Women’s Bible 
Study

 6:00 PM Stephen Ministry
 7:00 PM Houston Bronze 

Ensemble 
Rehearsal

 7:00 PM Houston 
Symphony 
Chorus 
Rehearsal

 7:30 AM Buffalo Bayou 
Park Service 
Project

 5:00 PM Satellite 
  Service (C)
 

 8:15 AM Traditional 
Worship (C) 

 9:30 AM Bible Study Hour
 10:50 AM Traditional 

Worship (C)
 

 8:00 AM Blood Drive
 8:15 AM Traditional 

Worship
 9:30 AM Bible Study Hour
 10:50 AM Traditional 
  Worship
 12:00 PM 39 Club
 12:30 PM MS Youth Group
 2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal

 

19
 6:30 AM Sonrise Bible 

Study

20
 

28
 9:00 AM Men’s Breakfast 

and Bible Study
 5:00 PM Satellite 
  Service (C)

22
 8:15 AM Traditional 
  Worship
 9:30 AM Bible Study Hour
 10:50 AM Traditional 

Worship
 2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal

23
 6:00 PM Elders Meeting
 6:30 PM Governing Board 

Meeting
 7:00 PM Houston 

Camerata 
Rehearsal

24 25
 9:00 AM Staff Leadership 

Team Meeting
 10:00 AM Women’s Bible 

Study
 6:30 PM Sunday School 

MAT
 7:00 PM Houston Bronze 

Ensemble 
Rehearsal

 7:00 PM Houston 
Symphony 
Chorus 
Rehearsal 

26 27
 9:30 AM Women’s Bible 

Study
 6:15 PM Trinity Bells
 6:30 PM Women’s Bible 

Study
 7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir
 

 6:30 AM Sonrise Bible 
Study

 

 

Church Office Closed

29
 8:15 AM Traditional 

Worship (C)
 9:30 AM Bible Study Hour
 10:50 AM Traditional 

Worship (C)
 2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal
 
 

30
 7:00 PM Houston 

Camerata 
Rehearsal

 

   

AUGUST

 S M T W T F S

     1 2 3  

 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  

 11 12 13 14 15 16 17  

 18 19 20 21 22 23 24  

 25 26 27 28 29 30   

 

OCTOBER

 S M T W T F S

   1 2 3 4 5  

 6 7 8 9 10 11 12  

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19  

 20 21 22 23 24 25 26  

 27 28 29 30 31 
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Ladies Circle Ministries - September 5
The Ladies Circle will meet at 10 a.m. on Thursday, September 5, in the Mary 
and Martha Fellowship Hall.  Our program will be presented by Philip Hohle 
with “Driving Hope of Texas.”  The mission of this faith-based, not-for-profit 
organization is to provide non-emergency, safe, timely, comfortable, and 
affordable transportation to patients and their caregivers in making a round trip 
from a Texas location to a treatment center within the State of Texas.  They serve 
primarily in the under-served counties of the rural heart of Texas to treatment 
centers, including M.D.Anderson Cancer Center.  

Following the meeting, a potluck covered dish luncheon honoring birthdays of 
July, August and September will be served.  Invite and bring along a friend. All are welcome.

For more information about the Ladies Circle and its ministries, please call Debbie Leonard, president, 
at (c) 319.431.6804, or email to Debbie.Leonard.TX@gmail.com.      

Additional dates to remember:

• Sunday, September 15 - 2:30 p.m. - Good Samaritan Auxiliary Annual Meeting, St. Andrew   Lutheran 
Church, 1353 Witte Road 

• Wednesday, September 18 - 10 a.m. - Devotions at Highland Park Care Center; 8861 Fulton St. 

• Saturday, September 21 -  9:30 a.m. - LWML Bayou City Zone Fall Rally, Fishers of Men Lutheran 
Church, 2011 Austin Parkway, Sugar Land.

• Saturday, September 28 - Heights Blvd. “Walk for Life” supporting Houston Coalition for Life and its 
Blue Bus Ministry (see Jan Case for more information).

The 39 Club
The 39 Club is invited to meet in the foyer following the 10:50 a.m. service on 
September 8 and plan to have lunch together at Berryhill Baja Grill, 702 East 11th 

Street

In August the group enjoyed food and fellowship at Cafe Ginger.

Those who are single, 39 and over, are invited to join us. For more information, 
contact Jean Minsch at 281.550.4752.

Article submission deadline September 10 for articles to be published October 1, 2019.  
Submit articles to pschroeder@trinitydt.org.
Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Trinity Downtown
www.trinitydt.org 800 Houston Avenue  Houston, TX 77007 713-224-0684

Sunday Children’s Class
Elizabeth Cutaia, Michael Karle and Elizabeth Stoerkel, the Pre-Kindergarten and 
Kindergarten Sunday class teachers, want to invite all 3 to 5 year old children who are 
potty trained to come to Kingdom Quest!  We meet each Sunday in Room 212 at 9:30 a.m. 
Come join us on this quest to learn about God’s love for us!


