
New Video Equipment Installed
As the COVID pandemic restricted 
attendance at in-person worship 
services, improving Trinity’s ability 
to provide worship opportunities 
via video streaming became 
a necessity. In April and May, 
a group of volunteers and staff 
solicited bids to install video 
cameras in Trinity’s sanctuary 
along with the technical 
infrastructure necessary to control 
the cameras and record the 
video. In late May, the project 
was awarded to a local company 
that specializes in providing video 

equipment to churches in the Houston 
area. Their other customers include St. 
Mark, Gloria Dei, Second Baptist and 
Lakewood Church.

In July, a total of four remote controlled 
cameras were discreetly tucked into 
strategic locations in the sanctuary 
and the sound booth was expanded 
to accommodate the additional 
equipment.  Dozens of donors stepped 
forward to completely fund the project 
and the new equipment was used 
to broadcast the traditional worship 
service on July 26th.
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Tech Team Training on New Equipment

Choir Loft Camera
Continued on page 2 - see “Video”
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Trinity is now fully equipped to stream 
or record HD-quality video of our 
worship services, weddings, baptisms, 
concerts and Christmas pageants. The 
equipment can be programmed so that 
it is relatively easy to use to broadcast 
worship services, while retaining the 
ability to manually design creative video 
images. We will continue to add new 
camera angles and different ways to 
incorporate the liturgy, words to hymns 
and sermon notes as the volunteers and 
staff become more proficient with the 
system’s capabilities.

This has only been possible due to the 
generosity of many contributors to this 
project, as we strive to joyfully share Christ’s saving love with all people now!

Cameras Aimed at Chancel

Video (continued from page 1)

Training Continues Camera in Chancel

Newly Expanded Sound Booth Recording Our First Service with New Equipment
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Voters Enthusiastically Call 
New Youth and Children’s Director
Members of Trinity Downtown gathered 
for a special Congregational Assembly on 
July 19, 2020 to consider a Call to Haley 
Davisson as Trinity’s new Director of Youth 
and Children’s Ministries. 

As Chair of the Call Committee, Dan 
Krueger shared about the search process 
to fill the position vacated when Michael 
Winckler matriculated to seminary in St. 
Louis. The Call Committee was formed in 
late April by the Governing Board after 
the Board approved a job description for 
the Director’s ministry responsibilities that 
emphasized the need to engage both 
youth and elementary-age children. The 
Call Committee consisted of:

• Brooke Abby
• Joe Buenker
•  Pastor Michael Dorn
•  Theron Jenkins
•  Dan Krueger, chair
•  Ruanne Kuhlmann

The members of the Call Committee were all enthusiastic volunteers with established ties to our 
youth and children and ongoing programs. They considered fourteen candidates recommended 
by our LCMS District to be considered for our position. Seven candidates were invited for a video 
interview with the Committee, and three candidates were invited for on-site interviews. Two of those 
candidates participated in on-site interviews with the Committee and staff, and the Call Committee 
unanimously agreed to recommend that Haley Davisson be called.  The Governing Board affirmed 
the recommendation of the Call Committee at its meeting on June 29th and called a Congregational 
Assembly to consider the Call on July 19th.

On the 19th, the congregation overwhelmingly approved the Call to Haley and all needed and 
appropriate documents were overnighted to her the next day. She is currently seeking God’s will in 
the matter.

Haley currently serves as the Director of Christian Education at Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Dallas. 
She is a native of Albuquerque, New Mexico, and received her DCE certification from Concordia 
University, Austin. Her internship was at Holy Cross, who then Called her as their DCE.

Please be in prayer that God’s plan for Haley and for Trinity will be accomplished.

       Dan Krueger
       Elder, Call Committee Chair

Haley Davisson

•  Matt Meier
•  John Menke
•  Elizabeth Oliver
•  Josh Rodriguez, Elder
•  Becky Richert
•  Hunter Simonson
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Drive-Up Holy Communion 
Trinity Downtown continues to offer the 
opportunity for you and your family to 
participate in drive-up Holy Communion on 
Wednesdays from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
on our main campus. While remaining in your 
car, one of our pastors will lead you through a 
brief order of Confession/Absolution and Holy 
Communion. We are working hard to make 
sure this is a meaningful experience for you and 
your family, while doing our best to minimize the 
opportunity for exposure to COVID.

Here’s how it works:

• The pastor will be under the porte cochre at 
the entrance to the sanctuary;

• We will have the communion elements at a table underneath the porte cochre and adjacent to 
the drive-through;

• Each car will enter the parking lot at the Washington Ave entrance, and drive around the Christian 
Life Building so the car can stop under the porte cochre with the car facing west immediately in 
front of the sanctuary doors (it’s really not as complicated as it sounds-see the map below!)

• One of our staff members will bring the communion elements to the driver’s window so the driver 
can distribute them to the occupants of his/her car;

• The pastor will stay at least 10 feet away at the sanctuary doors, and use a sound system to speak 
to the occupants of each car;

• The pastor will lead the brief order of Confession/Absolution, Holy Communion and pray with you;

• You may then exit directly onto 
Houston Avenue. 

We have divided the 2-hour period 
into 12 segments of 10 minutes to 
allow more families to participate, 
so if you wish to take advantage of 
this opportunity, you must reserve 
your time slot by calling Stefanie at 
713.224.0684. She will be available 
to record your reservation from 8:30 
a.m. – 2:15 p.m. each weekday.

We hope you can take advantage 
of this opportunity to share in Holy  
Communion during this stressful time 
in our community.

SANCTUARY
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Finance Corner - August 1, 2020
The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully. …for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:6-7b ESV)

God is good and His people are cheerful givers! Despite the difficulties our 
nation and community are experiencing, it is with great joy that I can 
report that Trinity’s financial posture remains strong.  June’s tithes and 
offerings were 26% higher than our monthly budget, and for the 
year, our tithes and offerings are 5% above budget. 

Total expenses in June were 12% lower than the monthly 
budget, and year-to-date they are 5% lower than budget.

Total attendance (combining both in-person attendance 
and online views) for both the Satellite and traditional services 
is up substantially when compared to the same period in 2019. In 
fact, the Satellite Service’s attendance has doubled! Participation 
in the “drive-up” Communion has been strong, and the Pastors and 
staff continue to experiment with creative ways to share Jesus’ love to our 
church and to our community.

One of the ways we can increase our impact on the community is by making our online worship 
services more visually interesting and engaging. Thanks to the generosity of many in our church 
community, we completed the installation of the new video equipment in late July. We used the new 
equipment for the first time to broadcast the July 26th worship service.  (See the related article and 
accompanying pictures on pages 1 and 2.) 

If you’d like to track your contributions and/or print contribution statements online, you can do so by 
logging into your Trinity Community Builder (“TCB”) account. Just go to the “$” on the left-most panel 
on the screen. Select it, and you will see your contributions listed in detail. If you then select the “Giving 
Statements” options on the top right portion of the screen, you can print your contribution statement.

Thank you for giving as God has called us to give—generously and with a joyful heart. Working together, 
our church can continue to effectively share the Good News of Jesus’ love to all people, now!

       Joining Jesus alongside you,

       Ron Lacy
       CFO
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Virtual Stephen Ministry Meetings Restarted!
…for it is the time to seek the Lord, that He may come and rain 

righteousness upon you. Hosea 10:12b ESV

The COVID shutdown has certainly dragged on longer than we had 
hoped, so the Stephen Ministry is restarting our regular Continuing 
Education meetings…but with a twist—we are meeting online 
via Zoom! The meetings are being held (as usual) on the first 
and third Tuesday of each month and are only one hour 
in length. Using Zoom’s video capability on a computer, 
laptop, tablet or smart phone, or simply by dialing 
into the audio portion of the meeting on a cell phone, 
participants can stay safe from catching COVID while 
supporting each other and resuming our Stephen Ministry 
continuing education program. We can get the benefits of 
meeting together while avoiding the time it takes to travel 
downtown!

If you have been inactive in the Stephen Ministry for a while, or if you 
just want to check out what being a Stephen Minister is all about, please 
feel free to join a meeting with absolutely no obligation on your part. Just 
call the church office at 713.224.0684 and ask to be included in the next 
meeting, or send an email to Ron Lacy at rlacy@trinitydt.org. We’ll be thrilled to have you join us via 
Zoom.

Stephen Ministers are commissioned members of our congregation who have received 50 hours of 
specialized training to equip them to provide Christ-focused, highly confidential care and prayer 
support to people experiencing a crisis, facing a challenge or simply going through a tough time.

During these stressful times, if you’d like to learn more about how our Stephen Ministry could provide a 
listening ear and caring heart for yourself, a loved one, friend, neighbor or co-worker (inside or outside 
our congregation) please speak with one of our pastors, or reach out to Ron Lacy at rlacy@trinitydt.
org or 713.229.2970. 

How to increase your giving to Trinity without spending any additional money.

Please remember that you can expand your stewardship by using a program that Trinity has 
qualified for at Amazon. Amazon will give Trinity a 0.5% rebate for all purchases made by our 
supporters when making their normal purchases at Amazon. It’s very easy—whenever you are 
shopping on Amazon, go to this web address (instead of www.amazon.com): 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-1238451

Using this service from Amazon won’t change the cost of the products you buy, and all of your 
account settings and preferences will be retained. The only thing that will change is that Trinity 
will receive a rebate!

mailto:rlacy%40trinitydt.org?subject=
mailto:rlacy%40trinitydt.org?subject=
mailto:rlacy%40trinitydt.org?subject=
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Online Bible Study Opportunities
Bible Study classes are meeting via video 
teleconference. To join a class, go to our website, 
www.trinitydt.org, and click on Bible Study under the 
Connect tab. Click on the square labeled “Video Call 
Information” and a few minutes before the class is to 
begin, click on the link of the class you want to join. 

SUNDAYS

Foundations (5th-8th grades) 

Led by Jane Suchma & Karen Maynard - 9:30 a.m.

God Meant it for Good - Joseph

Led by Jim Cleary - 9:30 a.m. 

Life Today and Forever with Jesus

Led by Pastor Paul Dorn - 9:30 a.m.  

Come explore the witness of Matthew’s gospel and discover how to walk with our Lord and Savior.

Post-Confirmation

Led by Thomas DeVries - 9:30 a.m.

Praying—Meeting God in Daily Life

Led by Bill Fischer’s Team - 9:30 a.m.    

WEDNESDAYS

Waiting – A Bible Study on Patience, Hope and Trust (Women’s Study) 

Led by Jan Case - 9:30 AM

Gideon (Women’s Study) 

Led by Mary Oliver - 6:30 PM

We are using a new study of Priscilla Shirer’s book, Gideon. Through Gideon’s story, we are studying 
how God provides His love and strength for us in spite of our weaknesses. We will learn how our 
weaknesses can be used by God for His purpose. An online study guide is available for $5.00 at 
Lifeway.com. The printed study guide book is $14.99 on Lifeway.com.

Virtual Midweek Spiritual Check-in

Led by Jim Cleary - 7:00 PM

THURSDAYS

Sonrise Bible Study

Led by Pastor Donald Black - 7:30 AM

The class discusses the Scripture readings assigned for the following Sunday. The class is open to men 
and women. For more information, contact Bill Fischer at 713.827.8664 or bfisch@aol.com.

http://www.trinitydt.org
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Greetings from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis!
As you read this letter, I will officially be done with vicarage. One 
step closer to graduation, ordination, and a Call to the office of 
the ministry. As I write this letter, however, I just finished my last 
Sunday and I still have a few days in the office. As part of my 
last Sunday, Resurrection held a COVID friendly send-off party 
in our parking lot, and I got to answer some questions about my 
experience over the past year.

In reflecting on how I struggled to answer some of these questions 
on the spot, I realized that most of my year has become 
overshadowed in my mind by the last few COVID dominated 
months. I don’t like this, but I wonder if things could really be 
much different. This has been an experience most of us never 
thought we’d see. I hesitate to use the word “unprecedented”, 
but for our lifetimes at least, I think that word is appropriate.

I have heard COVID-19 most commonly compared to the 1918 
“Spanish Flu” pandemic. After watching a couple of informative 
videos about the 1918 flu and comparing stats with current CDC 
numbers on COVID-19, it looks like we’re in much better shape 
than the world was 100 years ago. Now, I don’t say that to be 
flippant or to discredit the very real suffering that people have 
gone through this year.

Instead, I think it helps remind us that the Lord has been gracious to us in mitigating the effects of this 
pandemic so far. The medical knowledge and technology we have is much greater than in the last 
century, yet we still are struggling to develop a vaccine. We often consider ourselves to be so much 
more advanced than previous generations, yet we are reduced to wearing face masks as Americans 
did over 100 years ago. Regardless of how you feel about masks or how effective you think they are, 
I think there’s something to learn from there.

We have achieved some incredible things as humans. Yet, when we run into the unknown – into things 
that we can’t control – we tend to freak out. We forget that we are creatures – not self-sustaining 
entities but dependent on our Creator. Somehow, we have come to expect a continual, upward, 
never-ending movement of progress and improvement. I’m sure there is some set of theological, 
philosophical, and historical developments that help explain this. But at the root of it, we continue to 
be broken creatures who want to be God.

I’ve heard various ideas and speculations about what exactly God is trying to do or teach us through 
this experience. We want to make sense of it. I wonder if there aren’t many things to learn from the 
events going on now, though. I’m sure each of us can take away different lessons as we navigate 
new social norms. 

Maybe you have learned that you can do with much less of something. Maybe you’ve learned how 
much you need in-person interaction with other humans rather than relying on social media. Perhaps 
you’ve learned that you really need more hobbies. 

But maybe we can all learn that sometimes suffering doesn’t exactly “make sense” to us. Maybe 
realizing that we are not in control and that God is God and we are not would help us all. And when 
we realize that, we can rest in the knowledge that we don’t have to make sense of it all and we don’t 
have to be the ones who bring order out of chaos. We can rest as we trust our Lord and share the 
good news of His reign over this world with those around us, so that they can rest as well.

Chuck Ridley, Seminary Student
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Well, in any case, I am moving from vicarage on to Cambridge. 
Stephanie and I received our official acceptance to Cambridge 
University in England, where we will both participate in the Diploma 
in Theology for Ministry (DTM) program through Westfield House, 
the seminary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of England 
(ELCE – not to be confused with the ELCA). Westfield House is a 
sister seminary of Concordia Seminary St. Louis and we regularly 
send students to study abroad there. I simply get to be one more 
student to benefit from this excellent program. The DTM program 
is a newer offering and I can’t tell you too much about it because 
I simply don’t know much about it.

Stephanie and I have been working on getting things packed 
and moved into storage so that we can sell the condo. We need 
to apply for our visas, make travel arrangements, figure out what 
we need to pack, and find a suitable temporary home for the 
cats. We are eager and excited to face the new academic year 
ahead, but sometimes going through the transition is harder than 
being on the other side of it. That’s how we’re feeling right now.

Other interesting happenings include going to a “drive-in” dinner for Coalition for Life this week. 
Stephanie and I have been to one of these fundraising dinners before with the seminary’s Life Team. 
But with social distancing requirements this year, they are having attendees stay in their cars. Another 
LCMS church nearby has a large parking lot and the equipment for a short-range FM transmitter 
setup. The life movement is something that we’re both supportive of and Stephanie particularly has 
expressed interest in possibly working for one of the local agencies during my last year of seminary 
while she is between teaching positions.

We have also been enjoying a Sunday morning Bible class led by one of my seminary professors. 
Dr. Lewis has been leading a faith in film study which has been very eye-opening. Although I have 
been aware of the need to “filter” what we consume through media for quite some time, I had not 
realized the enduring effects of not doing this carefully so clearly before. The example I’m thinking of 
in particular is the effect of the 50’s movie “The Ten Commandments” on how people remember the 
account from Exodus. Dr. Lewis polled the audience and showed that many people think that Moses 
was up on Mt. Sinai alone when God first spoke the Ten Commandments. In fact, he was down in the 
valley with all of Israel when God spoke them. Everyone heard these words.

But the movie presents a subtle message that the Law brings freedom by placing the golden calf 
incident in tandem with the receiving of the Law by Moses. In fact, the people of Israel made the calf 
after hearing the Law. The Law didn’t free them from their wickedness. Instead, it made it painfully 
clear that they were wicked and that they needed a savior.

The Law is good and we need it for the sake of order in society, but we are not saved by it. Only 
through Jesus are we saved. Thanks be to God that He did not leave us bound to our wickedness, but 
He has freed us from the bondage to our sin by the death and resurrection of His Son. 

“For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through Him to reconcile to Himself 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of His cross. And you, who 
once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, He has now reconciled in His body of 
flesh by His death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before Him” 
(Colossians 1:19-22, ESV)       

       In Christ,
       Chuck Ridley
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Recipe from the Past
Are you looking for something different to try during this quarantine time? This recipe from the Trinity-
Messiah School cafeteria was recently shared by Sherry Johnson. Per Sherry, “The cooks at Trinity-
Messiah’s school when I was little were Mrs. Fritsche and a woman named Eddie.  This was Eddie’s 
recipe and we called it Eddie Spaghetti!  It was such a hit for school lunch we always had her make 
it for our Fall Festival/Halloween night. Love it. “

Spaghetti Sauce – Trinity-Messiah School
2 lbs. hamburger meat, browned

2 cups chopped onions

4 – 6 garlic cloves, chopped

2 – 8 oz. cans tomato sauce

2 – 6 oz. cans tomato paste

1 qt. tomato juice

4 tsp. salt

Dash of pepper

½ tsp. oregano

½ tsp. Italian seasoning

½ tsp. sugar

2 tbsp. chili powder

2-1/2 cups of water

Bunch of fresh basil, chopped fine

Simmer for 30 + minutes.  Taste and adjust with added ingredients as needed.  Makes 4 quarts.  
Freezes well.
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A Life Quote for the Church 
Year - August 2 – Days of 
Pentecost
“I can’t afford this baby.” None of 
us can.  Only He who sends the 
mouths sends their meat.  And 
He has shown both ability and 
willingness to conjure it out of thin 
air when necessary (Matthew 
14:20).  If He doesn’t use our 
profound poverties as excuse for 
executions, how can we allow it 
for anyone else?  Christians have better ideas than abortion. 
Fund food pantries. Staff pregnancy help centers.  We take it 
seriously when Jesus says, “You give them something to eat” 
(Matthew 14:16).

This “Life Quote” is from LifeDate, a quarterly journal of news and 
commentary from Lutherans For Life – www.lutheransforlife.org

2020 GOVERNING BOARD

Jim Baccus (Elder)

Kim Davis (Chair)

Cindy Deere

Delvin Dennis (Elder)

Thomas DeVries

Pastor Michael Dorn

Bo Hopmann

Dan Krueger (Elder/Vice-
Chair)

Steve Maynard (Elder)

Janet Mueller

Joshua Rodriguez (Elder)

Cynthia Roney (Secretary)

Minutes of the Governing Board are 
available to our members at the 

Welcome Center.

http://www.lutheransforlife.org
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Article submission deadline August 13 for articles to be published September 1, 2020.  
Submit articles to pschroeder@trinitydt.org.
Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Trinity Downtown
www.trinitydt.org 800 Houston Avenue • Houston, TX 77007 713-224-0684
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 Angela Avant . . . . .713.229.2963

Hostess
 Stefanie Bowman  .713.229.2950

Joyfully Sharing Christ’s Saving
Love With All People Now!

Reach Out and Touch 
Someone
The COVID crisis has disrupted 
many aspects of our lives. Some 
activities that were considered 
normal in January became difficult 
or impossible in April. So, we’ve all 
made adjustments.

As a church community, we shifted 
gears. We worshiped online and 
attended Bible study via Zoom. 
We maintained the connections 
we have with each other during a time when physically being 
together was not possible or not wise.

One of the “under the radar” ways we’ve been able to maintain 
our connections with each other has been led by Pastor Black. 
Largely unable to visit members of our congregation during 
the pandemic, Pastor Black has logged over 550 phone calls 
to members of our congregation since the start of the COVID 
crisis.  He’s reached out to those that were home-bound BEFORE 
the pandemic and called those that are largely home-bound 
BECAUSE of the pandemic! 

His efforts at building our sense of community during this time were 
aided by the Stephen Ministry, who engaged in two congregation-
wide telephone calling programs.

The next time you have an opportunity to speak with Pastor Black 
please convey your thanks for his diligence in helping our church 
community maintain the “glue” that binds us together in Christ!

BOARD OF ELDERS - CONTACT INFORMATION

Jim Baccus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . jimbaccus@comcast.net  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 713.956.1899
Delvin Dennis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ddennis@entouch.net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281.415.8787
Dan Krueger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . dwkrueger5@yahoo.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 901.258.4029
Steve Maynard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . smaynard@durwoodgreene.com . . . . . . . . 281.799.9600
Joshua Rodriguez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . joshrodriguez@hotmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . 832.527.1957
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