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Youth and Children’s Ministries Update
Hey, Trinity Families!

It’s been an eventful month and we look forward 
to another! 

We had two successful events in February! The 
first was a game day for 1st through 4th graders 
centered around the new favorite computer 
game - Among Us! It’s a sleuthing and strategy 
game that is typically played on a device but I 
turned it into an in-person game! It was a lot of 
fun! The pictures you see are from the kids and 
me playing the game! It was a blast, with tons of 
laughter and the kids would have played all day 
if they could have! 

The second event was later that evening for 5th 
through 12th grade students and we played 6 
Base Kickball. This game is like kickball but with 
two extra bases and a few fun twists! In all the 
excitement and goodhearted competition, we 
forgot to take pictures but I can assure you that 
there were some hilarious plays, great catches 
and EVERYONE scored at least one run on both 
teams! It was a night to remember! 

March is full of excitement as well! We will have 
another youth (5th-12th) event on March 6th and by 
popular demand, we are playing Sardines which 
is backwards hide and seek! It should be a ton of fun! The children’s ministry event will be later in the 
month on the 27th when it’s warmer so we can be outside! I am so excited! I won’t tell you yet what it 
is becauses it’s a spring surprise! 

We have weekly Zoom gatherings for 5-12th grade students on three different calls! It’s very exciting! 
Coming soon will be a way to engage our younger students! I cannot wait to share with you soon! 

      Blessings,
      Haley Davisson, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries
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Blood Donor Sunday
Our next Blood Donor Sunday will be held March 21, 
8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the gym.  If you would prefer a 
special time please sign up online at www.giveblood.
org and pick Trinity’s drive to set an appointment.  
While scheduling an appointment ahead of time 
gives us an estimate of how many donors to expect 

and the Blood Center sends out the appropriate number of 
workers; an added bonus is we take scheduled appointments 
prior to walk-ups.    

We look forward to a very successful drive.  Double red cell 
and combination whole blood and plasma machines will be 
available for those wishing to donate that way.  Both count for 

two donations.

REMINDER!!  The minimum donor age requirement to give blood is 16 
years old with a parent’s permission.  Weight must be 122 lbs. (still 110 lbs. 
for 17 and older) and in general good health.

REMEMBER:  one unit of blood can save as many as three lives as it is broken down into three 
components – red blood cells, platelets and plasma.  

Join Alpha Online
Trinity Downtown will host its first ever virtual Alpha course online, 
beginning on Monday, March 15th, at 6:30 p.m.  While Alpha is open 
to everyone, it is specifically designed for those individuals who might 
not consider themselves Christian or attend church regularly.  It’s perfect 
for those that want to explore and have conversations about the big issues 
of life.

Alpha involves a time of connection, a brief video focusing on 
an element of the Christian faith, and a time for discussion.  
Trinity members are encouraged to attend and pray about 
who they might invite to attend Alpha with them.  
Family and friends are invited to join you virtually for 
this exciting outreach course.

Registration is currently open at trinitydt.org/
alpha and you are welcome to contact Matt 
Meier at mmeier@trinitydt.org or 832.301.3100 for 
more information.

BOARD OF ELDERS - CONTACT INFORMATION

Jim Baccus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . jimbaccus@comcast.net  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 713.956.1899

Delvin Dennis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ddennis@entouch.net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281.415.8787

Tim Grady . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . timlgrady@aol.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281.639.0036

Dan Krueger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . dwkrueger5@yahoo.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 901.258.4029

http://trinitydt.org/alpha
http://trinitydt.org/alpha
mailto:mmeier%40trinitydt.org?subject=
mailto:jimbaccus%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:ddennis%40entouch.net?subject=
mailto:timlgrady%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:dwkrueger5%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Finance Corner - March 1, 2021
One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he should give, 
and only suffers want. Proverbs 11:24 ESV

Dear Supporter of Trinity’s Ministry:

Your faithful generosity continues to make a real difference in the life 
of our church and our community. Our financial position continues 
to be healthy; in January our tithes and offerings were 1.7% less than 
our January budget, but our expenses were 2.7% lower than budget. 
In fact, January’s expenses were 12% lower than the expenses incurred 
in January of last year.

Attendance in January averaged 448, which was 20% higher than January 
2020’s average attendance, and our “Drive up” communion services on 
Wednesday and Saturday continued to be popular. Attendance at our online 
adult Bible studies averaged 106 each week in January, with 35 children and youth attending online 
Bible studies.

On the first Saturday of February, the Satellite Service hosted its annual “Football Saturday” event that 
utilizes a Super Bowl-themed video sermon on the day before the Super Bowl. In-person attendance 
for this event was almost triple the normal post-COVID number.

I’m thrilled to report that we received a special gift designated to reducing our operational debt. We 
are now on-track to having our operational debt totally paid off in November of 2021!

On a less positive note, as I’m writing this article in late February, February’s offerings have been 
significantly lower than our budget due mainly to the winter storm.  We will also be incurring some 
additional expenses to repair the damage to our buildings. We’ll provide a full update in next month’s 
Finance Corner.

Your faithfulness in returning to the Lord a portion of His financial blessings is key to us expanding our 
ability to joyfully share Christ’s saving love with all people, NOW!  

      Joining Jesus alongside you,
      Ron Lacy, CFO

2021 GOVERNING BOARD

Jim Baccus (Elder)
Kim Davis (Chair)

Cindy Deere
Delvin Dennis (Elder)

Thomas DeVries
Pastor Michael Dorn

Tim Grady (Elder)
Cassandra McGarvey

Dan Krueger (Vice-Chair/
Elder)

Janet Mueller (Secretary)
Cynthia Roney

Minutes of the Governing Board are 
available to our members at the 

Welcome Center.

How to increase your giving to Trinity without 
spending any additional money.

Please remember that you can expand your stewardship by using 
a program that Trinity has qualified for at Amazon. Amazon will 
give Trinity a 0.5% rebate for all purchases made by our supporters 
when making their normal purchases at Amazon. It’s very easy—
whenever you are shopping on Amazon, go to this web address 
(instead of www.amazon.com): https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/74-1238451

Using this service from Amazon won’t change the cost of the 
products you buy, and all of your account settings and preferences 
will be retained. The only thing that will change is that Trinity will 
receive a rebate!
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Youth and Adult Virtual 
Bible Studies
Please consider joining one or more of our weekly 
virtual Bible studies. It’s a wonderful way to begin a 
new spiritual discipline.  Virtual login information is 
available on Trinity’s website www.trinitydt.org.

SUNDAYS - YOUTH

Foundations 56 (5th-6th grades) - 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Led by Jane Suchma & Karen Maynard

Online Kids Interactive Experience. (Note: To 
join this class go to https://www.trinitydt.org/youth-ministries/.)

First Communion (5th grade) - 2:00 p.m.

Led by Haley Davisson

Class for 5th graders or older who haven’t taken their First Communion yet but who desire to do so 
on Maundy Thursday. 

Confirmation Class (7th-9th grades)

Led by Mary Oliver and Haley Davisson - 10:30-11:30 a.m.

The Confirmation program seeks to help 7th, 8th, and 9th grade students own their faith. In the 
course, each student will learn the key truths of the Christian church as they prepare to confirm 
the faith into which they were baptized. The class will equip each student to apply their faith for 
life and provide a foundation for an ongoing relationship with God.

High School Class (9th-12th grades)

Led by Elizabeth Oliver - 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Study of the book of Ephesians.

SUNDAYS - ADULT

Lights in the Darkness: Engaging the Culture

Led by Jim Cleary - 10:30-11:30 a.m.

It seems like everything is more contentious and people are more angry.  How should we relate to 
those we disagree with?  How can we become more fully the people God wants us to be?  Join 
us as we discuss these questions, focusing on God’s goodness and light and how we can be His 
lights in a dark world.  Discussion-oriented!   

Our Life’s Seasons as Lived by David

Led by Thomas DeVries - 10:30-11:30 a.m.

A human life can be divided into unique “seasons”.  As a multi-generational class, we see the 
value in openly exploring among those who anticipate the season, those who are living it and 
those who have passed through with their medals and scars.  We will use King David’s life as a 
backdrop to our discussion and find nuggets of God’s truth that can help us live in a way pleasing 
to Him and beneficial to the world.

https://www.trinitydt.org/bible-study/
https://www.trinitydt.org/youth-ministries/
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The Gospel According to Mark

Led by Pastor Paul Dorn - 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

The Gospel of Mark proclaims in bold and certain terms that the reign of God has come in Jesus 
Christ. It’s good news for a world looking for hope. 

Wise Up and Live - The Book of Proverbs

Led by Bill Fischer’s Team - 10:30-11:30 a.m.

The Proverbs are a series of statements primarily written by King Solomon that give good advice on 
how a person should live.  They don’t tell a story as do so many other books of the Bible.  Instead 
they provide instruction and guidance on a variety of topics, including wisdom.  Learn with us on 
how to “Wise Up and Live!”

WEDNESDAYS

Bless These Lips (Women’s Study) 

Led by Jan Case - 9:30-10:30 a.m.

Make over your words to influence the world! Bless These Lips: 40 Days of Spiritual Renewal examines 
things we say that get in the way of our relationships with God and with others. Each chapter draws 
on lip product analogies and uses humor, anecdotes, and observations to introduce Scripture 
passages that address common behaviors and attitudes.

Book of 2nd Peter (Women’s Study) 

Led by Mary Oliver - 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

The Wednesday Evening Women’s Bible Study is currently on Zoom studying 2nd Peter using Jen 
Wilken’s video series and workbook.

Virtual Midweek Spiritual Check-in

Led by Jim Cleary - 7:00-8:00 p.m.

THURSDAYS

Sonrise Bible Study

Led by Pastor Donald Black - 7:30-8:30 a.m.

The class discusses the Scripture readings assigned for the following Sunday. The class is open to men 
and women. For more information, contact Bill Fischer at 713.827.8664 or bfisch@aol.com.

mailto:bfisch%40aol.com?subject=


8 - Trinity Today

Chuck Ridley,
Seminary Student

Greetings from Westfield House, Cambridge!
I’ve heard that the lockdown restrictions may ease up soon and that shops and 
restaurants could be reopening in early March. Here’s to hoping! I (somewhat) 
jokingly told Stephanie that if they do open the pubs before we leave, we’ll have 
to eat all our meals at different pubs to make up for lost time. Of course, that’s 
assuming we would be able to get a spot when they reopen. Everyone else here 
seems just as eager to get into the pubs as I am. Perhaps more so! We went for 
an evening stroll recently to get some dinner and saw an unexpectedly large 
number of people out and about. The weather was quite pleasant, and it was a 
Saturday evening, so that likely played a large part. But there were dozens of folks 
sitting by the river, drinking and laughing. We came across a few other groups 
and we even saw some people just standing on the sidewalk, probably waiting 
for friends to join them. Sad to say, I’ve become so used to the empty streets that 
I started to feel a bit uncomfortable seeing so many people just hanging out. 
Habituation is a reality and something we should be mindful of as Christians!

That brings me to the topic of my ‘dissertation’, as I noted last month. I am researching virtue ethics 
and how it might be applied or practiced in the LCMS. I am essentially building on the work of one of 
my seminary professors, Dr. Joel Biermann, in his book A Case for Character: Toward a Lutheran Virtue 
Ethics. Now, this was not my first idea for a topic. I originally wanted to build on what I had learned at 
the seminary about nihilism, its pervasive nature in our society, and how the Church should or might 
respond. This is a very broad topic, though, and through discussion with our tutor here at Westfield 
House, I was guided away from the topic of nihilism and ended up with the topic of virtue ethics. While 
this was another area I was interested in (in other words, it was not a complete bummer), it seemed 
like there wasn’t much to say – I thought Prof. Biermann had already effectively ‘made the case’. 
But as I read, I found that one of the key books that revived the interest in virtue ethics in the 1980’s 
(Alasdair MacIntyre’s After Virtue) framed the modern ethical ‘battle’ as one between the system 
of virtue typically associated with Aristotle and the nihilistic claim to right and wrong epitomized by 
Nietzsche. I’ll expound on this further below, but I found it incredible that I still ended up researching 
an answer to the problem of normal nihilism as I had originally wanted! Regarding the topic itself, I’ll 
try to succinctly explain what I’ve learned through my reading without turning this into a draft of my 
essay.

First, regarding MacIntyre’s argument, he evaluates modern ethical approaches which have come 
out of the work of Enlightenment thinkers such as Immanuel Kant and David Hume. MacIntyre claims 
that these approaches to ethics have devolved into what he calls ‘emotivism’. This claim is that 
every rule we decide should be definitive for life – whether a universal rule along the lines of Kant’s 
categorical imperative or a utilitarian attempt to find the greatest good for the greatest number of 
people – ultimately ends up being an expression of personal preference. In other words, anyone 
pressed to give reasons for their ethical standards will inevitably be pushed into a stance of admitting 
that their rules are in some way arbitrary and based on feelings. Not only has this happened because 
of the ‘Enlightenment project’ (MacIntyre’s term for the attempt by the Enlightenment thinkers to 
abstract morality from religion to universalize it), but it had to happen. That is, this attempt of the 
Enlightenment to universalize morality was doomed to fail because of its very nature. MacIntyre argues 
that this is because ethics – all human behavior, in fact – is deeply rooted in history, community, and 
tradition. To try to remove it from its context is to create a “Nietzschean fantasy”. Virtue, on the other 
hand, embraces this contextual nature of ethics. So, MacIntyre proposes that the tradition of virtue be 
taken back up in earnest by the Church and the rest of human society to guide our ethical formation.

I should note that the endorsement of virtue by MacIntyre and those who have written about it in his 
wake does not mean an unqualified acceptance of Aristotle’s definition of virtue. MacIntyre identifies 
‘internal goods’ within ‘practices’ (which is given a one-sentence definition that feels like an entire 
paragraph when you encounter it), which are attained through the virtues. In other words, virtues are 
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defined by the practice so that anyone participating in that practice can attain the goods which are 
inherent to that practice. For example, a woodworker may become an excellent builder of chairs 
and thus be able to enjoy the satisfaction of mastery over his trade. This would be an ‘internal good’. 
He may also make considerable profit for his well-made chairs, but this is not an ‘internal good’ to 
chair making. Rather, this would be an ‘external good’. MacIntyre argues that virtues help us attain 
internal goods but will often cause us to lose the external goods and that societies overly focused on 
external goods will lose the virtues, even if imitators are everywhere.

Before I drag on too long, I’ll quickly say that this understanding of virtue and the attainment of ‘internal 
goods’ within a community of practice is linked to ‘character’ and can be applied to Christians and 
the Church. In the medieval Church, this was turned into a way to earn merit through infused grace 
for gaining salvation. This is a complete inversion of the Gospel and Luther rightly criticized the use of 
Aristotle by the scholastic theologians to promote this teaching in the Church. Luther fought diligently 
for the recovery of the pure Gospel – that people are saved not by any works they have or could 
do, but they are saved only by God’s unmerited grace (favor), through faith in Christ. This is all gift, 
from first to last. But this doesn’t mean that Luther and Melanchthon were unwilling to utilize valid 
observations from Aristotle in the right ways. What does this mean? This means that while Aristotle did 
not know the Gospel, he apparently made astute observations about how most people operate, 
especially regarding the way habituation works in daily life. Biermann highlights several examples of 
how Melanchthon used these insights in the Confessions and how Luther oriented the Catechisms 
toward teaching the faith through habituation. It starts to become an issue about how we as humans 
are designed and how we related to our Creator and the rest of creation. 

Luther recognized that we have not just one, but two distinct 
kinds of righteousness. We have a kind of righteousness 
before God and another that is before the world (the rest 
of creation). The Scriptures talk a lot about righteousness 
and Luther had the insight to see that the medieval Church 
had combined these two. You might say that they got their 
wires crossed. Most people will recognize inherently that 
there are certain things we’re supposed to do as stewards 
of God’s creation with various roles or vocations assigned 
by God and that if we don’t do those things then we are 
not in good standing – we’re not righteous. The problem is 
that they equate our righteousness before the world with 
our righteousness before God. But the Gospel assures us of 
God’s favor and love, that we are righteous before God 
because of Christ. We cannot earn God’s favor, but through 
faith in Christ, we are declared to be in right standing before 
God. This does not negate the need to do our creaturely 
work, though. Instead, it frees us to do these things without 
concern for our own salvation. Habituation helps us to do 
those creaturely duties and to build the desire and love for 
serving the neighbor.

There is much more to be said (I have to write 8,000-10,000 
words about it!) and there are too many theological 
implications to address here, but I hope this has been clear and helpful. The Lord bless your Lenten 
journey! 

“Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life, and the man became a living creature. […] The LORD God took the man and put him in the 
garden of Eden to work it and keep it.” (Gen. 2:7, 15, ESV)

       In Christ,
       Chuck Ridley
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Lenten Video Devotionals Continue
Trinity Downtown is offering a special way to support your 
daily reflection and personal devotion during Lent. Four of 
our pastors are working to provide you with a short daily 
devotional thought that you can watch at a time that works 
best for you. A new devotion is released each day (Monday 
- Saturday) during the Season and you will receive a link to 
watch it on a digital device. Set aside a regular time each 
day to join these pastors - Donald Black, Paul Dorn, Greg 
Finke, and Aaron Richert - as they share God’s word with you. 
You can also go to www.TrinityDT.org to view any of the videos 
you may have missed.

Each daily video devotion picks up on the theme of “It 
Happened At…” following the journey of Jesus from His 
birth at Bethlehem to the Passion in Jerusalem. You won’t want to 
miss the very special video planned for the day before Easter which will be recorded at Trinity’s 
Cemetery.

A Life Quote for the Church Year - 
March 14  – Fourth Sunday in Lent
“Location, origin, and residency can neither improve a person’s worth nor impair it.  The Lord God’s 
worldwide redemption in Jesus (John 3:16) gathers from east and the west, north and the south 
(Psalm 107:2-3). How then can the confines of a woman’s womb or the bars of a hospital bed or the 
walls of a laboratory hold Him back when His great love has redeemed the human lives there as well.  

This “Life Quote” is from LifeDate, a quarterly journal of news and commentary from Lutherans For Life 
– www.lutheransforlife.org 

http://www.TrinityDT.org
http://www.lutheransforlife.org
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How Can You Tell if a Loved One 
is Depressed?
Many of us hoped that putting 2020 in the rearview mirror would solve many of our problems. Yet it 
seems that 2021 hasn’t been much better! The COVID pandemic, political divisiveness and freaky 
weather continue to weigh on us.

For some, this season has brought sadness that has morphed into depression. Depression can show up 
in many ways, but here are a few key behaviors to watch for:

• Your loved one doesn’t seem to care about anything anymore, and has lost interest in his or 
her usual activities;

• They’ve withdrawn from friends, family, and other social activities;

• They are uncharacteristically sad, irritable, short-tempered, critical, or moody, and talk about 
feeling “helpless” or “hopeless”;

• There are frequent complaints of aches and pains such as headaches, stomach problems, 
and back pain, or just being tired all of the time;

• They sleep too much, or cannot go to sleep;

• They become indecisive, forgetful, disorganized or are often “out of it”;

• Your loved one eats more or less than usual;

• You’ve noticed they drink more or abuse drugs, including prescription sleeping pills and 
painkillers as a way to self-medicate.

Have recent events worn you down? Do you have a loved one that may be experiencing the symptoms 
of depression? Do you have an issue that you need to bring to the feet of our Lord in prayer? If you’d 
like to learn more about how our Stephen Ministry could provide a listening ear and caring heart for 
yourself, a loved one, friend, neighbor or co-worker (inside or outside our congregation) please speak 
with one of our pastors, or reach out to Ron Lacy at rlacy@trinitydt.org or 713.229.2970. 

Stephen Ministers are laypeople 
in our congregation trained 
to provide one-to-one, Christ-
centered care to individuals facing 
difficult times in life—grief, cancer, 
divorce, financial difficulties, 
hospitalization, chronic illness, job 
loss, disability, loneliness, a spiritual 
crisis, or other life struggles. They 
have a compassionate heart for 
those who are hurting, and they’re 
equipped with caring ministry skills 
by their congregation’s Stephen 
Leaders. They listen, care, pray, 
encourage, and offer emotional 
and spiritual support. They often 
work in cooperation with licensed 
counselors, psychiatrists and other 
professional caregivers to help 
those suffering from depression.

mailto:rlacy%40trinitydt.org?subject=
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Article submission deadline is March 12 for articles to be published April 1, 2021.  
Submit articles to pschroeder@trinitydt.org.

Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Trinity Downtown
www.trinitydt.org 800 Houston Avenue • Houston, TX 77007 713-224-0684

STAFF DIRECTORY
713.224.0684

Senior Pastor
 Michael P. Dorn . . . .713.229.2940

Visitation Pastor
 Donald G. Black . . .713.229.2917

Chief Financial Officer
 Ron Lacy . . . . . . . . .713.229.2970

Dir. of Administration 
and Human Resources
 Trinity Garrett  . . . . .713.229.2937

Director of Music and Worship
 Mary Voigt  . . . . . . .713.229.2922

Director of Youth and 
Children’s Ministries
 Haley Davisson . . . .713.229.2910

Director of Discipleship
 Matthew Meier. . . .832.301.3105

Director of Accounting
 Roseann Gamez  . .713.229.2962

Communications Coordinator
 Pam Schroeder  . . .713.229.2944

Contributions Manager
 Angela Avant . . . . .713.229.2963

Hostess (Mondays - Thursdays)
 Stefanie Bowman . .713.229.2950

Hostess (Fridays)
 Sarahai Flores . . . . .713.229.2950

Joyfully Sharing Christ’s Saving
Love With All People Now!
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