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ASH WEDNESDAY - MARCH 2, 2022
Noon & 6:30 PM

Imposition of Ashes & Holy Communion
PALM SUNDAY - APRIL 10, 2022

9:00 AM - Traditional Worship
10:15 AM - Bible Classes/Sunday School

11:15 AM - Contemporary Worship
2:00 PM - Rite of Confirmation (Holy Communion)

MAUNDY THURSDAY - APRIL 14, 2022
Noon - Worship with Holy Communion

6:30 PM - Worship with Rite of First Communion
GOOD FRIDAY - APRIL 15, 2022

Noon - Traditional Worship
6:30 PM - Tenebrae Worship

EASTER SUNDAY - APRIL 17, 2022
9:00 AM - Traditional Worship with Holy Communion

10:15 AM - Bible Classes/Sunday School
11:15 AM - Contemporary Worship with Holy Communion
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Lenten Sermon Series
As Christians and members of Trinity 
Downtown, it’s very easy for us to 
overlook the fact that there are so 
many people around us (and the 
number is growing) who are without a 
church home and even worse without 
a relationship with Jesus Christ. These 
people are in your neighborhood — 
in the places where you live, work, 
and play. God has placed you in the 
“neighborhood” for a reason. You 
have been given the responsibility of 
sharing His love.

This Lenten Season, we’ll be looking 
at the mission of Jesus, especially His 
journey to the cross. On that journey, 
we will have an opportunity to see how Jesus interacted with the people in His neighborhood. He 
modeled how we are to interact with the people in our neighborhoods. Beginning on March 3rd (the 
day after Ash Wednesday), there will be short Lenten video devotions to help us see how Jesus led 
this mission. The video devotions will be premiered each day during Lent except on the days when we 
offer worship at Trinity (e.g., Ash Wednesday and Sundays). On the Sundays during Lent the sermon 
themes will incorporate portions of the book, “Joining Jesus on His Mission” by Pastor Greg Finke. 
Copies of this book are available at the Welcome Desk and in the Church Office. You’re encouraged 
to read this book in preparation for the series.

Pastor Greg Finke will be the featured speaker at worship on April 3rd. Pastor Greg will also be leading 
a special training on how we can join Jesus on His mission. The training workshop will be held at Trinity 
on Saturday, April 2nd from 9:00 a.m. - Noon. Pastor Greg has simple and practical ways to help us be 
on mission and he shares his expertise on the topic in a fun and engaging way. Mark your calendar 
now to attend this free event.

Pastor Greg Finke
Pastor Greg Finke is called by Trinity Downtown to be a 
deployed missionary to the church-at-large. Pastor Finke 
does this through a ministry he founded in 2011 called 
Dwelling 1:14. He is the author of the books, “Joining Jesus 
on His Mission,” and, “Joining Jesus – Show Me How.” 

Dwelling 1:14 is a non-profit ministry which travels around 
the world, training congregational leaders to disciple their 
people in joining Jesus on His mission in the places they 
already live, work and go to school.

Before founding Dwelling 1:14, Pastor Finke had been the senior pastor of Messiah Lutheran in 
Midland, Michigan for eighteen years and Gloria Dei Lutheran in Houston, Texas for three years. 
Greg and his wife, Susan, have three daughters and enjoy life as neighborhood missionaries in 
their current neighborhood located in St. Paul, MN.

Pastor Finke is a graduate of Concordia University Chicago (1985) and Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis (1989).

Pastor Greg and Susan Finke
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Mission Team News - 
Orphan Grain Train and More…
Trinity’s Mission MAT was introduced to Orphan Grain Train (OGT) June 2021 via a Zoom meeting 
with Rev. Ralph Schmidt, OGT’s Director of Development. Rev. Schmidt’s usual routine was traveling 
throughout the United States working with donors to support the mission of humanitarian aid for 
people in need worldwide. Since we were in the middle of the COVID pandemic, Rev. Schmidt joined 
us virtually. 

OGT’s mission statement is: “In loving response to Christ, the Servant, the Orphan Grain Train movement 
encourages and enables God’s people to share personal and material resources in bringing Christ’s 
name and character to needy people both far and near.” One example of service that touched our 
heart was learning that when OGT partners with orphanages, Bibles must be accepted along with 
the physical need items. TLC’s Mission MAT desires spiritual needs be met when providing assistance.

As a mission-minded team, we were looking 
for hands-on opportunities and OGT met that 
requirement when Rev. Schmidt shared that an 
OGT ministry was opening in Houston. We have 
had ongoing conversations with OGT’s volunteer 
coordinator, Holly Harris, who is on staff at Zion 
Lutheran Church, Pasadena, which is the site where 
an acre of land has been donated to OGT.  February 
19th was our initial service exploration to witness and 
take action to help Houston’s Orphan Grain Train. 
The picture shows some of the volunteers from 
various churches in the Houston area, including 
Trinity-Downtown, that participated in the sorting and packing of clothing. The goal is to have a full 
shipping container ready to ship this year to any country in need. Comments from TLC’s participants 
were “it was fun,” “very organized,” and “we are willing to help again!”

Another important measure for the Mission MAT was to work with an organization that is financially 
responsible. OGT is rated 4 stars, which is the highest rating afforded by Charity Navigator. Charity 
Navigator is America’s premier independent charity evaluator. OGT also has a 100% Financial, 
Accountability and Transparency score which is a perfect score. Only 68 out of 9,000 rated charities 
achieved this perfect score. 

Orphan Grain Train offers opportunities for each of us to provide relief for human need worldwide. 
We can support OGT with earnest prayer, volunteering on various projects, and donating financial 
gifts. The plan for the acre of land donated by Zion is to build an OGT Distribution and Relief Center. 

Not only will clothing be packed in this facility, 
but also teams coming in to provide relief to the 
Houston area in times of natural disasters will be 
able to bunk and shower in this building. The OGT 
mission is designed to provide relief wherever it is 
needed worldwide. 

An upcoming project will be to collect women’s large and extra-large t-shirts for Orphan Grain Train. These 
shirts will be transformed into baby diapers. Listen and watch for more details on this clothing drive!

Orphan Grain Train is just one focus of the mission team. We are also involved with LINC, Casa De 
Oracion, Ysleta Mission, and others.

Do you have a heart for missions and want to get involved? Please contact Pastor Dorn (mdorn@
trinitydt.org) or a member of the Mission MAT to get connected. 

mailto:mdorn%40trinitydt.org?subject=
mailto:mdorn%40trinitydt.org?subject=
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Hey, Trinity Families!
I am so excited to share with you the success of our shoe drive! Trinity collected 756 pairs of shoes and 
21 singles. Overall Zoe collected approximately 2000 pairs! Praise God and thank you to all of you! 
Now these shoes can benefit those who need them! Here are some photos!

February was excellent! I got to attend several sporting events for our teens and we had a 
cookie decorating event where we got to socialize and make beautiful creations! Check out a 
couple of pictures!

March looks forward to First Communion Class starting, an ice cream social event for teens and an 
Among Us game day for kids! I am so excited to grow with our kids and teens! It will be a fun month! 
Praise God!

       Blessings,
       Haley Davisson
       Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries
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Alpha is a great place to invite people to explore faith and discuss the big questions of life. Each Alpha 
includes a free meal, a video talk on a topic from the Christian perspective, and conversation in small 
groups where everyone is encouraged to share their own perspective. No question or comment is off 
limits and everyone is able to share as much or as little as they’d like.

>	People who are 
wrestling with life’s 
biggest questions: 
Does God exist? or 
Why are we here?

>	People skeptical 
of faith, but 
open to having 
conversations with 
other folks who 
have different 
worldviews.

>	People who have 
been Christian for 
a while, but still are 
unsure about parts 
of the faith.

> People who are 
new Christians 
looking to learn 
the basics of the 
Christian faith.

Alpha is for...

If you don’t match any of these groups, consider inviting someone 
you know who does.  You can even come along with them. If you or 
someone you know is interested in participating in Alpha, the dates 
and times are as follows:

Sundays, March 13 to June 5  12:30PM - 2:00PM
Hosted by Trinity Downtown 
800 Houston Ave, Houston, TX 77007

Registration: https://www.trinitydt.org/alpha/
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https://www.trinitydt.org/alpha/
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Changing Your Behavior – 
One Small Step at a Time 
“Enjoy the little things. For one day you may look back and realize they were the big things.” Robert 
Brault, American author.

Living a Christ-like life is not easy. Jesus tells us to 
“love our enemies” and “bless those that curse 
you”. We obviously cannot make these changes in 
our behavior without the Holy Spirit working deeply 
within us.  

But we can cooperate with His work. There are two 
recent “self-help” books that might give us a clue 
as to how we can do so. Both “Tiny Habits” by B.J. 
Fogg and “Atomic Habits” by James Clear have 
recently become New York Times bestsellers by 
helping readers understand how they can make 
positive changes in their behavior that will morph 
into positive habits that will eventually yield positive fruit in their lives.

Both authors help the reader create a “framework” for small actions that will, over time, become 
positive habits. In summary, they promote:

• Adding a small number of painless (almost inconsequential) positive actions into your routine 
each day. For example, always saying “thanks” when someone does something nice for you;

• Associating these new actions to any routine activity that you do frequently during the day. For 
instance, saying a very short prayer of gratitude before turning out the lights each night, taking 
one minute to read a Bible promise after you brush your teeth, or taking three deep breaths 
whenever you sit down in your favorite chair.

• Intentionally adding three or four of these small, positive actions to each day will quickly turn 
them into habits that will “stick”.

• Even these small changes in each day’s mental trajectory can, over time, lead to a better 
destination and provide incentive to make additional changes.

If you’d like to speak with someone about how you can build a more positive, Christ-centered mental 
outlook, Trinity Downtown’s Stephen Ministry is available to come alongside you. We’re here to hear 
what you’re thankful for, or what may be troubling you during this stressful time. Perhaps you or a 
loved one are struggling with the after-effects of COVID, an ongoing illness or loneliness, and you 
want to ask for God’s comfort and healing. Or maybe you’re facing a difficult and potentially life-
altering decision and you need God’s direction.

Stephen Ministers are commissioned members of our congregation who have received 50 hours of 
specialized training to equip them to provide Christ-focused, highly confidential care and prayer 
support to people experiencing a crisis, facing a challenge or simply going through a tough time. 

Following their commissioning, Stephen Ministers also commit to a continuing education program 
aimed at sharpening their caregiving skills. Trinity Downtown’s Stephen Ministers meet twice a month 
to study a variety of relevant topics.

If you’d like to learn more about how our Stephen Ministry could provide a listening ear and caring 
heart for yourself, a loved one, friend, neighbor or co-worker (inside or outside our congregation) 
please speak with one of our pastors, or reach out to Ron Lacy at rlacy@trinitydt.org or 713.229.2970. 

mailto:rlacy%40trinitydt.org?subject=
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2022 GOVERNING BOARD

Jim Baccus (Elder)

Thomas DeVries

Pastor Michael Dorn

Mike Gilmore

Tim Grady (Chair/Elder)

Ross Krueger

Cassandra McGarvey 
(Secretary)

Dan Krueger (Vice-Chair/Elder)

Marie Munier

Cynthia Roney

Chris Sonneborn (Elder)

Minutes of the Governing Board are 
available to our members at the 

Welcome Center.

Easter Lily Orders
Beautiful Easter lilies will adorn our sanctuary for Easter.  If you would like to 
purchase one or more for $12.00 each, please order in one of the folllowing ways:

• Complete the form online and submit your payment by mailing a 
check earmarked for Easter lilies to the church office or submit payment 
online.  

• Write your dedication(s) on the Easter lily order form available at the 
Welcome Center.  Insert your check and form in the envelope provided 
and place in the Easter lily box. 

Lilies may be taken home after the 11:15 a.m. Easter service. Deadline to 
order and have dedication in the online Easter Service Folder and in the pre-
service loop is Sunday, April 10th.

Lutheran High North Spring Musical 
Lutheran High North invites you to their 39th Spring Musical, Wonderful Town, 
on April 28th, 29th, and 30th.

Wonderful Town is a 1953 musical with book written by Joseph A. Fields and 
Jerome Chodorov, lyrics by Betty Comden and Adolph Green, and music 
by Leonard Bernstein. The musical tells the story of two sisters who aspire to 
be a writer and actress respectively, seeking success from their basement 
apartment in New York City’s Greenwich Village.

There will be two special matinee performances for Senior Citizens on 
April 28th at 9:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Limited space is available so reserve 
your tickets now by calling 832.778.4107.  A free will offering will be taken. 
Evening shows will be at 7:00 p.m. on April 29th and 30th. To purchase tickets 
go to http://www.lutheranhighnorth.net/musical2022.

https://trinitydt.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/188/responses/new
https://app.siteorganic.com/App/Giving/trin800237
http://www.lutheranhighnorth.net/musical2022
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Finance Corner - March 2022
…nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.  
Luke 17:21 ESV

Our world is hurting, and we have been called to go into the midst of the hurt 
and bring the Good News of Jesus to our neighbors. Your gifts of time, money 
and effort to the Lord through Trinity Downtown are an important way you 
can participate in sharing the love of Christ to our community. Here are 
some important indicators of how we are doing as a congregation:

  Worship 

o In January, we averaged 345 participants each week in 
our regularly-scheduled weekend worship services;

o An average of 60% of participants worshipped in-person, which 
is the highest percentage of physical attendees since we started 
streaming our worship services online in 2020;

o On Superbowl Sunday, we had 134 in-person participants in our 
contemporary worship service, and a total of 472 worshipped at Trinity Downtown that day.

  Grow

o An average of 197 individuals participated in our Sunday School and adult Bible classes 
each week in January; and

o This includes 17 persons in our Spanish-language classes offered by CASA, our strategic partner.

  Live

o February 13th’s “Tailgate” party that followed the worship services was a smashing success! 
The Holy Smokers provided world-class smoked meats, and we had nine participants in our 
chili cook-off.

  Finances

o Tithes and offerings in January 2022 were just slightly above our monthly budget, while 
total revenue (which includes facility rental and miscellaneous income) was 2% lower than 
budget; and

o Expenses in January were 1.3% lower than our monthly budget. When compared with the 
same time period in 2021, expenses in January 2022 were 7.7% higher due to the increased 
ministry tempo and outreach events.

It is a joy to participate in building God’s kingdom with each of you. I’m eager to see what’s next!

       In His Service and yours,

       Ron Lacy
       CFO

BOARD OF ELDERS - CONTACT INFORMATION

Jim Baccus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . jimbaccus@comcast.net  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 713.956.1899

Tim Grady . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . timlgrady@aol.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281.639.0036

Dan Krueger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . dwkrueger5@yahoo.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 901.258.4029

Chris Sonneborn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . csonneb@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 713.854.8692

mailto:jimbaccus%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:timlgrady%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:dwkrueger5%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:csonneb%40gmail.com?subject=


Trinity Today - 9

“Women in Song”
Casulana, the Women’s Choir of Houston, will present “Women in Song”, celebrating Women’s History 
Month on March 27, 3:00 p.m. at Trinity Downtown. 

The concert will feature music by women composers and focuses on Women in Celebration, Women 
in History, Women in Spirit, and Women . . . Rising.   

Soloists for this concert are Anna Diemer, Jess Cooper, Marin Trautman, Marcie Baker, Elizabeth Conger, 
and Mary Gard. 

Casulana was founded in 2019 and premiered in March 2020. This will be the ensemble’s third in-
person concert.  The artistic directors are Janwin Overstreet-Goode and Neena Taylor.
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Ladies Circle Mission Event - 
Thursday, March 3 at 10 a.m.
Please join us on Thursday, March 3, 2022, for the 1st Thursday Ladies Circle 
Gathering and Quarterly Potluck Brunch.  May the Lord bless us with good 
weather for this day! Guests are especially invited to join us for a special 
presentation by Jason Stephens, Project Manager for Lutherans in Africa 
(https://lutheransinafrica.com). He will provide an update that will include 
information about the next phase of The Lutheran School of Theology being 
built in Nairobi, Kenya.  Lutherans in Africa is under the directorship of Rev. 
James E. May Jr., a graduate from Ft. Wayne Seminary and former missionary in 
French West Africa.  Don’t miss this glimpse of multiplication ministry in action!! 

The meeting starts at 10 a.m. in the Mary/Martha Fellowship Hall (AKA The Basement).  Lunch will be 
served at 11 a.m. after the business portion of the meeting has concluded. Guests (and spouses) 
are welcome to come at 10 a.m. for the full event, or at 11 a.m. for the lunch and  Mr. Stephen’s 
presentation which will begin shortly after that.  You may bring an entree, side or dessert to share if 
you choose to do so.  Any questions can be directed to Trinity Garrett (tgarrett@trinitydt.org) or Kim 
Flaviani (kimberly@flaviani.net). 

Holy Smokers - Open House
The Holy Smokers will be hosting an Open 
House on Saturday, March 27 to introduce 
anyone interested in being a part of their 
ministry team. The Open House will be an all 
day event and guests can come and go as 
their schedule permits. Of course they’ll be 
cooking that day so there will be food to eat. 
The Holy Smokers primary purpose is to serve 
at outreach events of the congregation, assist 
with sustenance in disaster relief efforts, and 
support mission efforts. For more information 
about the open house or how you can be 
part of the team, contact Mark Anderson 
(ms84anderson@gmail.com) or John Garrett 
(johnpatrickgarrett@yahoo.com).

Orphan Grain Train Sends Gratitude
Orphan Grain Train, Houston Branch, would like to 
thank the members of Trinity who participated in 
the packing of clothes this past month.  Your 
helping hands and words of encouragement 
for the new OGT ministry in Houston were 
greatly appreciated.  God’s peace and 
joy as we partner together caring for 
those in need.  

With heartfelt thanks, 
OGT Houston Branch Board Members

https://lutheransinafrica.com
mailto:tgarrett%40trinitydt.org?subject=
mailto:kimberly%40flaviani.net?subject=
mailto:ms84anderson%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:johnpatrickgarrett%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Lenten Devotions 
from Lutheran Hour 
Ministries
In Suffering Servant, we 
encounter Jesus the Man 
sent to redeem a lost world. 
Born in the flesh, Jesus 
became like us. Taking 
the form of a Servant, He 
emptied Himself. Bearing 
our sins to the cross, He gives 
us newness of life through His 
victory over death won for 
us by His resurrection from 
the dead.

Daily Devotions from LHM 
will help strengthen and 
encourage your faith as you 
do the same for others. 

Printed devotion booklets 
are available in the narthex, 
foyer, and Gathering Space 
or have them delivered right 
to your inbox, podcast the 
audio devotional, access 
them on your mobile device 
through the FREE app, or 
listen with Spotify, iHeart 
Radio, Alexa, or Google 
Home. Seasonal Devotions 
for Lent are available in both English and Spanish. 
Perfect for personal reflection or to share with 
family and friends, these seasonal meditations 
will help prepare you to celebrate the true 
meaning of the season.

Chosen - Ladies Event
Ladies: It is time to reconnect and refresh 
ourselves in His Word…together. Hebrews 10:25 
tells us not to give up meeting together and to 
encourage one another all the more as [we] see 
the day approaching! Well – none of us know 
the hour of His return but I DO know that we’ve 
got work to do before He comes back! You are 
CHOSEN, my dear sister…to glorify Him no matter 
what season, age, challenge or crisis in which 
you might find yourself.

Please join us for this special one-day event where 
published author and speaker Donna Snow will 
walk us through digging into God’s Word in the 
context of Esther where you will hear how YOU 
were made for such a time as this. Don’t miss it! 
Tell/bring your friends. We.ALL.need.to.hear.this!

Proceeds from this event will fund more women’s 
outreach events in the Houston area. Continental 
breakfast and lunch are included with your ticket 
purchase. Tickets are $25.

How to increase your giving to Trinity without spending any additional money.

Please remember that you can expand your stewardship by using a program that Trinity has qualified 
for at Amazon. Amazon will give Trinity a 0.5% rebate for all purchases made by our supporters when 
making their normal purchases at Amazon. It’s very easy—whenever you are shopping on Amazon, 
go to this web address (instead of www.amazon.com): https://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-1238451

Using this service from Amazon won’t change the cost of the products you buy, and all of your 
account settings and preferences will be retained. The only thing that will change is that Trinity will 
receive a rebate!

https://www.lhm.org/newsroom/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/podcasts/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/podcasts/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/apps/default.asp
https://open.spotify.com/show/6hAn6YcXLeoM2H73cSLhDY
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/966-daily-devotions-29418008/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/966-daily-devotions-29418008/
https://www.lhm.org/voiceassist/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/voiceassist/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/voiceassist/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/lent/default.asp
https://www.trinitydt.org/events/you-are-chosen-womens-ministry-event/
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Chuck Ridley,
Seminary Student

Greetings from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis!
Lent is upon us. March begins with Ash Wednesday. Well, I suppose technically 
the beginning of March is what is commonly known as “Fat Tuesday”, but 
this is not a feast or festival of the church, so I will pass over it for the sake 
of this reflection. As we head into the Lenten season, I am reminded of the 
phrase “dust and ashes” – and feel as though I am more aware of it this year 
than most years in the past. Abraham uses this phrase about himself when he 
pleads with God to spare Sodom and Gomorrah for the sake of his nephew, 
Lot. It is an expression of humility and confession – of agreeing with God and 
His words about us: “for you are dust, and to dust you shall return”(Gen. 3:19, 
ESV) This is not just repentance for our sins – both of commission (what we 
have done) and omission (what we have left undone) – but a recognition of 
our creatureliness. It is an acknowledgement of our lowliness before God and 
our utter dependence upon Him as our Creator and Sustainer.

This practice of repentance 
and remembrance of our 
condition as limited, sinful, creatures during this 
season of Lent serves many purposes. For one 
thing, it helps us appreciate Christ’s work for us. 
His redemption of us from the power of sin, Satan, 
and all forces that oppose our Creator makes little 
sense to our culture which seems to have less and 
less room for grace and forgiveness. Our society 
is one of the self – self-esteem, self-fulfillment, self-
justification. We are taught to look to ourselves to 
find meaning, purpose, and what to do with our 
lives. The expectation is that you will look inside 
yourself and find something of value that you are 
to hold up to the world and receive praise for it. 

When you fail to do so – when the likes don’t come on social media or the emptiness inside becomes 
too strong to ignore – you find a work-around: get counseling to build your self-esteem, demonize 
others to feel better about yourself, or change your perception of reality to convince yourself that the 
problem isn’t in you, it’s everyone else. But Christ comes down into this smoldering mess of dust and 
ashes and says, “This is My world. Behold, I make all things new.” 

Recognizing our lowly place frees us to let God be God – to let Christ be Christ. He alone is the savior 
of the world. He alone can rescue and redeem us from the mire of our rebellion against His reign. 
In addition to helping us see the need for redemption and appreciate having been redeemed by 
Christ, it also serves our witness to the rest of the world that remains in rebellion. Learning to confess 
ourselves as mere dust and ashes – at least on this side of the resurrection – shapes our lives and 
orders our days. Accepting limitations helps fight the inclination to try to do everything set before us. 
Your vocations not only direct you in your duties for the day, but in doing so they also keep you from 
getting distracted by those things which are not yours to do. This isn’t an alternate approach to self-
improvement and improved productivity. Rather, it is learning to let go of things that the world values 
and accepting the limitations that God has placed on you. It is dying to your self-imposed priorities 
and learning to delight in what your Creator and Redeemer has set before you for the day at hand. 
And in learning to live this way, you present an alternate vision of life to a world that is run ragged by 
trying to redeem itself from the death grip of hopelessness, loneliness, and emptiness.

It is easy to get caught up in this work of witness and start to judge it by its outcomes. But that is 
not what we are to do. You are simply called to be faithful and leave the work of reclamation, 
redemption, and renewal to Jesus Christ our Lord. During Lent, we refocus on learning to look to Jesus 



Trinity Today - 13

as the founder and perfecter of our faith and to depend on Him amid a culture that would have us 
look to ourselves – and anywhere, really, other than Jesus.

On the home front, William is sleeping much better, so we are too! Thank you 
to all who have been praying for us. Every day is an adventure and we love 
seeing our little boy continue to grow and develop. 

“Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the 
Lord, I who am but dust and ashes.” (Genesis 18:27, ESV)

“And He who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things 
new.”” (Revelation 21:5a, ESV)

In Christ,
Chuck Ridley

Click Here to Purchase Tickets and/or Sponsorships.

https://form.jotform.com/220394167376158
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Children, Youth and Adult Bible Studies
Please consider joining one or more of our Bible studies. It’s a wonderful way to begin a new spiritual discipline.  
Virtual login information is available on Trinity’s website www.trinitydt.org. Children and youth classes are in person 
unless indicated otherwise. Adult classes are either virtual, in person or hybrid. 

SUNDAYS - CHILDREN (10:15 - 11:15 AM)

Nursery (Infants - age 2) - Room 234

Kingdom Quest 2 & 3 year olds - Room 233

Kingdom Quest 4 & 5 year olds - Room 232

Kingdom Quest 1st Grade - 4th Grade - Kingdom Hall (basement)

Casa ‘de Oracion Spanish (all grades) - Room 209

SUNDAYS - YOUTH (10:15 - 11:15 AM)

Foundations 56 (5th-6th grades) - Room 207

Confirmation (7th-8th grades) - Room 208 - Hybrid

High School (9th-12th grades) - Underground (basement)

SUNDAYS - ADULT

Growing Older & Wiser – Biblical Examples for All Ages

Led by Bill Fischer - 10:15-11:15 AM - Room 201 - Hybrid

Whether we are younger than 18 or older than 80, every morning that we wake up means we are another day 
older.  While we have little or no control over this process, we can control what each new day means.  Hopefully 
growing older in years also brings growth in wisdom.  This nine-week study looks at Biblical examples on how we 
can get the most out of “Growing Older & Wiser.”

Holy Spirit Letters

Led by Thomas DeVries and Anthony Flaviani - 10:15-11:15 AM - Room 206 - In Person

This study is interactive and provides facilitated discussion. This is a wonderful study for new Christians as well as 
seasoned disciples.   

Joining Jesus on His Mission

Led by Pastor Jose Flores of Casa ‘de Oracion - 10:15-11:15 AM - Room 211 - In Person

Participants are encouraged to join this study using the book and videos for Joining Jesus on His Mission. Written 
and produced by Trinity’s deployed missionary, Pastor Greg Finke, Joining Jesus on His Mission is a simple, powerful, 
and practical book that will move you and your tribe from merely thinking about being everyday missionaries to 
launching. You will feel both relief and hope as you gain insights into how to recognize where Jesus is already at 
work in your everyday world and join Him.

This is a Spanish-speaking Bible study opportunity.    

The Bible Alive … God In Action

Led by John Reisig - 10:15-11:15 AM - Room 124 - In Person

In this study, each Sunday offers a single stand alone topic. The material covered each week will provide a 
meaningful experience for regular participants, visitors to Trinity Downtown, and for those simply looking to get 
back into a routine of attending Bible study. The single topic format insures that no one will be lost or feel behind 
during the study, and will feel welcome and encouraged to attend at any time. Bibles will be provided and 
utilized each week. Providing historical context to the scriptural message, and modern application of His word, 
the Bible will “Come Alive,” and show that God has been working throughout history, and is still working today out 
of love for His people.

https://www.trinitydt.org/bible-study/
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The Book of Micah

Led by Pastor Paul Dorn - 7:00-8:00 PM - Virtual

In this study we will hear God’s message of judgment and hope for a society dealing with problems that will sound 
very familiar in the year 2022. We need to hear and heed God’s warnings through the prophet as He calls for us to 
act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with our God. We need to hear Micah’s declaration about God, the 
Lord of history and the world, “Who is a God like you who pardons sin?”

The Word Became Flesh: John

Led by Jim Cleary - 10:15-11:15 AM - Room 205 - Hybrid

Join us as we look through the Beloved’s gospel, describing what an intimate relationship with Jesus looks like.  This 
will be a fast-paced, discussion-oriented class, with lots of opportunities for questions.  The class is geared to all, 
from new believer to seasoned disciple. 

TUESDAYS - ADULTS

Focus Lost....Focus Restored (Women’s Study) 

Led by Karen Maynard - 10:00-11:30 AM - Room 205 - Hybrid

This study is about a number of important people in the Bible and how they lost their focus and had it restored 
by God.  It is geared to 30-45 minutes per personality in each lesson.  We may do 2 in a session and compare the 
stories.  There are 14 personalities to discuss.  It should take us 7 to 10 weeks to complete this study.  

Joining Jesus on His Mission - Virtual Bible Study for Young Adults

Led by Maddie Meier - 7:15 PM on every other Tuesday - Virtual

Young adults are encouraged to join this virtual study using the book and videos for Joining Jesus on His Mission.  
Written and produced by Trinity’s deployed missionary, Pastor Greg Finke, Joining Jesus on His Mission is a simple, 
powerful, and practical book that will move you and your tribe from merely thinking about being everyday 
missionaries to launching. You will feel both relief and hope as you gain insights into how to recognize where Jesus 
is already at work in your everyday world and join Him.  Books are available in the church office and can be 
obtained by emailing Matt Meier at mmeier@trinitydt.org.

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/92015984452?pwd=ZUh4dnNTT3lzdVNQNTVmQWcwNDBKdz09 Meeting ID: 
920 1598 4452, Passcode: zGND4G

WEDNESDAYS - ADULTS 

The Mighty & The Mysterious: A Study of Colossians (Women’s Study) 

Led by Mary Oliver - 6:30-8:00 PM - Hybrid

New Christians in 1st-century Colossae were not all that different from Christians today. They, too, struggled to 
understand who Jesus is, how Jesus alone reconciles us to God, and why things aren’t perfect in the Church.

In St. Paul’s letter to these Christians he had never met, he doesn’t say they should stop asking hard questions. He 
doesn’t tell them to stop searching God’s Word, to stop seeking spiritual wisdom, or to stop striving for unity within the 
Church. Instead, Paul focuses on their questions and struggles on the Gospel of the mighty and mysterious God: the 
same God who created the universe revealed Himself among us and reclaimed us as His own through His Son, Jesus.

Walk with author Heidi Goehmann through God’s Word to the Colossians. Though many things will remain a 
mystery until we see our Savior, this six-session Bible study will help readers discover that God fills them right now in 
every way, through the mighty and mysterious Body of Christ, the Church. 

Virtual Midweek Spiritual Check-in

Led by Jim Cleary - 7:00-8:00 PM - Virtual

THURSDAYS - ADULTS

Sonrise Bible Study

Led by Pastor Donald Black - 7:30-8:30 AM - Virtual

The virtual study discusses the Scripture readings assigned for the following Sunday. The class is open to men and 
women. For more information, contact Pastor Black at 713.229.2917 or dblack@trinitydt.org.

mailto:mmeier%40trinitydt.org?subject=
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Article submission deadline is March 14 for articles to be published April 1, 2022.  
Submit articles to pschroeder@trinitydt.org.

Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.
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Life Thoughts for the Church 
Year - March 13 - Lent II
The Savior who 
would “gather your 
children together” 
into His embrace 
(Luke 13:34) is the 
same Lord who 
“hears when I call 
to Him” (Psalm 
4:3). Can abortion 
really serve anyone 
better than this? 
Who needs to make 
a god of her own 
body (Philippians 3:19) when she may rest securely in the peace 
our Heavenly Father promises (Psalm 4:8)? Surely the Lord has sent 
us to speak these words (Jeremiah 26:15)!

(From the Spring 2022 issue of LifeDate, a quarterly journal 
of news and commentary from Lutherans For Life - www.
lutheransforlife.org.)
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