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Five Important Questions
We are all busy. Busy building a career, getting a degree, 
growing a family and serving our neighbors. Busy. Busy. Busy. 
Even when we COULD have a little quiet time, we turn on the 
car radio to catch up on the news, or we leave the TV on for 
“background noise.” We Americans are always busy. And 
that’s not necessarily a bad thing.

Being busy BECOMES a bad thing when we are so driven, 
so harried and so distracted that we lose sight of why God 
put us here in the first place. Life is so much smoother when 
we can stop several times a day to be “in the moment”; 
when we can become conscious of what God might be 
doing in our lives, the lives of our family and the people in our 
neighborhood.

When you walk into Trinity Downtown’s Sanctuary, you’ll 
notice a banner listing five questions that are designed to 
help you stay “in the moment”. They are:

1. How did you see God at work in your life this week?

2. What has God been teaching you in His Word this 
week?

3. What kind of conversations are you having with pre-
Christians?

4. What good can we do around here?

5. How can we help you in prayer?

As part of our “Joining Jesus on His Mission” emphasis, many 
of our small group gatherings will begin with a moment of 
reflection when we will be asking ourselves these questions. 
This is NOT designed to create guilt or add ONE MORE THING 
to your to-do list! Rather, they are aimed at helping each of 
us develop the holy habit of becoming the hands and feet 
of Jesus to those that we meet each day.
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Hey, Families!
We are busy preparing for the Youth 
Gathering! The kids are so excited and so are 
all the adult leaders! Please be praying for us 
as we all consider what it means to let Jesus 
be Lord of ALL THINGS in our lives, July 8th-13th!! 

At the beginning of June several of our youth 
helped Tie Dye shirts for the Gathering and 
the shirts are currently decorating my office, 
they look great! We also did a lot of planning 
for 2022-23 together and I am VERY excited! 

Children’s Ministry had a great water event at the end of June and I am loving the Kingdom Quest 
curriculum; so are our kiddos! I have heard several stories from parents, and bystanders about kids 
sharing what they learned from our puppets, Jerry, Gordy, Bubba and Judy! See water event pictures 
below and on the next page. 

Want to join in the fun? As we prepare for August, please pray about being involved with children’s or 
youth ministries! Don’t like kids or teens? No problem, there are LOTS of areas to serve that make our 
ministries to kids/teens thrive! Thanks for your love and support!

       Blessings,

       Haley Davisson
       Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries
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Finance Corner - July 2022
[Jesus said] give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 
over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” Luke 6:38 ESV

For the month of May, tithes and offerings were 14% (or roughly $22,000) lower 
than our monthly budget. Total revenue for the year was 9% (or roughly 
$66,000) lower than our budget, although it was 8% higher than the same 
period in 2021.

Our operational expenses in May were 2.5% higher than our monthly 
budget, while our year-to-date expenses were 1% more than what 
was budgeted. Expenses in 2022 were 10% higher than what was 
incurred during the same period last year when we were still largely 
unable to have community and outreach events due to COVID.

As you can see, we are entering the summer with a significant deficit in our 
giving. Your gifts of time, treasure and prayer are an important way you can 
participate in sharing the love of Christ to our city, so please prayerfully consider 
how the Lord would have you respond to our financial shortage. 

Here are some additional indicators of how we are doing as a congregation:

  Worship 

o In May, we averaged 353 weekly participants in our regularly-scheduled weekend worship 
services, which is 10% lower than in 2021;

o An average of 62% of participants worshipped in-person in May, compared with 43% in the 
same month last year;

o Trinity’s pastors and worship staff have been asked to lead the inaugural worship service 
for the Youth Gathering’s volunteers and ministry staff being held at the George R. Brown 
Convention Center on July 8th. Approximately 1,200 attendees are expected.

  Grow

o An average of 190 individuals participated in our Sunday School and adult Bible classes 
each week in May. During the same period in 2021, an average of 112 persons attended 
our (exclusively online) classes; and

o Participation in our Spanish-language classes offered by CASA remains solid, with an 
average of 26 individuals meeting in-person each week in May;

o The Ladies Circle had over 35 attendees for their “Chosen” ladies retreat with Donna Snow 
in May;

o 19 students and 4 adults are scheduled to participate in the Youth Gathering in Houston on 
July 9-13. At 2019’s NYG event in Minneapolis, Trinity sent 2 students and 2 adults.

  Live

o The Mission MAT sponsored two volunteer events in May and June supporting the Orphan 
Grain Train ministry, along with a clothing drive; and

o Trinity cooperated with SEARCH and Gensler Architects to collect prescription and non-
prescription eyeglasses for distribution to the homeless in our area.

As summer vacation season is upon us, please remember that our ministries (and costs) continue 
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Ladies Circle Summer Schedule
• There will be no regular meetings in July or August but there will be 

an opportunity for worship at the Memorial Service for Lynn Bedner 
which will take place at 11 a.m. on Saturday, July 9, at Trinity 
Lutheran – Downtown.  Visitation time with the family will begin at 
10 a.m.  Following the service there will be a reception and time 
for fellowship.  Members wanting to provide a cake or assist with 
serving or cleanup at the reception are asked to contact Sherri 
Schroeder at 713.825.2586 so she can give this information to the 
Hospitality MAT making the arrangements for the reception.  

• Members who have not yet provided Kim Flaviani with updated 
information re.  address corrections or current phone numbers, or 
want to know how they can serve in the months to come, please 
contact Kim Flaviani at  kimberly@flaviani.net or 832.671.7979.

• Mark your calendar now for Thursday, September 8, when we will 
resume our full schedule, hear a report  from our delegates to the recent LWML Texas District 
Convention, install our officers, and celebrate July, August and September birthdays with a 
covered dish Potluck Luncheon in the Mary/Martha Fellowship Hall.

• All ladies are welcome to  these events.  For additional information, please contact Trinity Garrett, 
president, at tgarrett@trinitydt.org or 281.300.5660, or Kim Flaviani, vice president, at kimberly@
flaviani.net or 832.671.7979.

unabated, so your faithful, ongoing giving is even more important. Your continued generosity in 
helping us “make up” for our financial shortfall can make a real difference in Trinity’s impact and 
outreach to our community, as God works His work among us.  

      Joyfully joining Jesus alongside you,

      Ron Lacy
      CFO

How to increase your giving to Trinity without spending any additional money.

Please remember that you can expand your stewardship by using a program that Trinity has qualified 
for at Amazon. Amazon will give Trinity a 0.5% rebate for all purchases made by our supporters when 
making their normal purchases at Amazon. It’s very easy—whenever you are shopping on Amazon, 
go to this web address (instead of www.amazon.com): https://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-1238451

Using this service from Amazon won’t change the cost of the products you buy, and all of your 
account settings and preferences will be retained. The only thing that will change is that Trinity will 
receive a rebate!

mailto:kimberly%40flaviani.net?subject=
mailto:tgarrett%40trinitydt.org?subject=
mailto:kimberly%40flaviani.net?subject=
mailto:kimberly%40flaviani.net?subject=
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The “Pet Effect”
Last month, we discussed the burgeoning 
mental health crisis among our children and 
youth. This month, we’d like to highlight ways 
we can ALL improve our mental health.  We 
know developing a vibrant and joy-sustaining 
relationship with Jesus is the best mental health 
medicine we can have. Praying, reading the 
Word and worshiping clearly allow God to 
heal our souls. So, what OTHER practices might 
we consider that might bring joy into our lives?

Dog-owners know how their heart soars when 
they spot their pooch bounding across the 
park towards them “smiling” and with their tail 
wagging. Cat-lovers relish the calming comfort 
their purring pets give them, and even fish can 
provide a meditative moment.

Enter the “pet effect”. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, owning a 
pet is good for your overall health. If you’ve 
ever owned a pet, you’ll recognize the 
mutually beneficial relationship that forms 
between people and their pets, such as:

• Increased opportunities for socialization, exercise and outdoor activities

• Decreased blood pressure

• Lowered cholesterol

• Decreased feelings of loneliness

Research shows that having a pet can also help manage long term mental health conditions such 
as anxiety or even depression. Positive human-animal interactions can reduce the stress that causes 
fear and anxiety as well as increase the levels of oxytocin—a mood improving chemical—in the brain.

That’s why “therapy dogs” are increasingly popular tools used by hospitals, long-term care facilities 
and church ministries to reduce stress among those that are suffering. 

This is a stressful time, and if you, a loved one or a friend are feeling the impact of our unsettled times, 
Trinity Downtown has a ministry that might be right for you.

Stephen Ministers are commissioned members of our congregation who have received specialized 
training to equip them to provide Christ-focused, highly confidential care and prayer support to 
people experiencing a crisis, facing a challenge or simply going through a tough time. While Stephen 
Ministers are NOT trained to assist those (of any age) suffering from serious mental health challenges, 
they CAN provide a listening ear to those who are facing difficulties.

Trinity Downtown’s Stephen Ministry is available to come alongside you. We’re here to hear what 
you’re thankful for or what may be troubling you during this stressful time. 

If you’d like to learn more about how our Stephen Ministry could provide a listening ear and caring 
heart for yourself, a loved one, friend, neighbor or co-worker (inside or outside our congregation) 
please speak with one of our pastors, or reach out to Ron Lacy at rlacy@trinitydt.org or 713.229.2970. 

https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/health-benefits/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/health-benefits/index.html
mailto:rlacy%40trinitydt.org?subject=
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Charles “Chuck” Ridley’s Ordination/
Installation Service
Fishers of Men Lutheran Church invites you to the Ordination/Installation Service of 
Chuck Ridley on Thursday, July 7, at 7:00 p.m.

There will be a meal prior to the service at 5:00 p.m. Tickets are available for the meal 
for $10 each. Please call the church at 281.242.7711 to reserve your ticket and you 
can pay at the door.

Fishers of Men Lutheran Church is located at 2011 Austin Parkway, Sugar Land, TX 
77479.

Trinity’s Archives Update
Trinity has received donations for its permanent collection from 
the Estate of Robert Steuber and Janis Swearingen Taube.  All 
donations to the archives are valued and appreciated.  

This year the foyer display cabinet has had displays of “Little 
Things” based on the quote “Do not be satisfied with little 
things, God wants great things” and a display of Mother’s 
Day commemorative plates by Jeff and Shawn Dean, with an 
addition of remembering Father’s Day on June 19.  

We look forward to future displays of private collections 
of members.  For information on the permanent archives 
collection or the foyer cabinet displays, contact Ruth Stoerkel 
at fws1pub@earthlink.net.

The Journey to Eternity — 
Colossians Sermon Series
With each day our lives take one more step toward eternity. 
As we progress on that journey, God’s Holy Word speaks 
to us with help and hope to guide us. Paul’s letter to the 
Christians in Colossae is one of the rich resources He gives 
to us. During the month of July, the Sunday sermons will 
focus on Colossians. It is especially rich with descriptions 
of Jesus, His work, and the blessings He extends to us 
through Baptism. In Colossians we’re also reminded to 
be watchful for false teachings that would turn us away 
from the forgiveness and salvation that we have in Christ 
alone. In preparation for the message each week, you are 
encouraged to read the upcoming texts.

July 3 — Colossians 1:1-8 July 24 — Colossians 2:6-15

July 10 — Colossians 1:9-14 July 31 — Colossians 3:1-11

July 17 — Colossians 1:21-29

mailto:fws1pub%40earthlink.net?subject=
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BOARD OF ELDERS - CONTACT INFORMATION

Jim Baccus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . jimbaccus@comcast.net  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 713.956.1899
Tim Grady . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . timlgrady@aol.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281.639.0036
Dan Krueger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . dwkrueger5@yahoo.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 901.258.4029
Chris Sonneborn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . csonneb@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 713.854.8692

Pray for the Youth Gathering
Want to pray for us at the Youth Gathering July 8-13? If so, here are some 
prayers we would love for you to lift up to the Lord as we go!

July 8

• Pray for togetherness and unity among our team as we begin our time 
together. 

• Pray that through our time in Houston, young people might experience 
Jesus’ love In All Things.

• Pray for health for all of us all week as we prepare for this exciting week.

July 9

• Give thanks for the city of Houston hosting the LCMS Youth Gathering 
and for all the staff making the event possible. 

• Pray for joy-filled hearts as we gather with thousands in Minute Maid Park for the first time. 

July 10

• Give thanks for hotel workers, safety personnel, restaurant staff, and many others caring for the 
needs of the Gathering throughout the week. 

• As we serve the city of Houston, pray for safety, good health, and the ability to be Christ’s hands 
and feet to those in our midst.  

July 11

• Through the work of the Holy Spirit, pray the words of session speakers inspire those who listen to 
build their lives with Christ In All Things.

• Pray that God would break all of our chains and make us new, allow us to trust and lean on each 
other and be vulnerable so that He might do His work in and through us!

July 12

• Give thanks for the hundreds of volunteers serving the Gathering and pray that through their 
words and actions, young people see God’s hand in the story of all things. 

• Pray for young people to find their place in the community of faith gathered and peace in knowing 
our God is In All Things, no matter what. 

July 13

• As we worship, pray for the Spirit to be at work, bringing unity and strengthened faith to all who are 
gathered that In All Things we may bring glory to God’s name. 

• As we are sent, pray that our hearts will be filled with celebration, praise, and passion for sharing 
the truth of our In All Things Savior. 

• Pray for safe travels as we return to our households.

• Pray for young people to take this experience home with them and to continue to live in worship 
of the One who is In All Things.

mailto:jimbaccus%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:timlgrady%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:dwkrueger5%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:csonneb%40gmail.com?subject=
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2022 GOVERNING BOARD

Jim Baccus (Elder)
Thomas DeVries

Pastor Michael Dorn
Mike Gilmore

Tim Grady (Chair/Elder)
Ross Krueger

Cassandra McGarvey 
(Secretary)

Dan Krueger (Vice-Chair/Elder)
Marie Munier

Cynthia Roney
Chris Sonneborn (Elder)

Minutes of the Governing Board are 
available to our members at the 

Welcome Center.

Trinity Mission News
Another successful workday 
occurred for the Orphan Grain 
Train June service day! Volunteers 
consisted of four area churches 
including Trinity Downtown. There 
was a total of 14 who assisted in 
sorting, counting, packing, labeling, 
box building and transporting, and 
stacking into the OGT container. 

Our own Pat Cleary, and Wendy and 
Jim Schulien enjoyed the opportunity, mentioning how impressed they were with the organization of 
the project. Serving in this manner is really fun and getting to know the other volunteers adds a special 
personal dimension to the day. 

The Mission MAT also appreciates all the feedback from future volunteers! We are looking forward to 
continuing the partnership with Orphan Grain Train and growing the number of workers! 

The next service opportunity date is Saturday, July 23, 2022. Orphan Grain Train is utilizing space at 
Zion Lutheran Church, 5050 East Sam Houston Pkwy South, Pasadena, TX 77505, and is the site of the 
work project. Please contact Delynda Cruz at delynda@juno.com or anyone on the Mission Mat for 
details.

Clothing donations for all ages are accepted Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. to Noon at the OGT Container/
Warehouse in the parking lot of Zion Lutheran, Pasadena. Or feel free to bring your clothing donations 
when you volunteer. 

The Mission Statement of Orphan Grain Train

In loving response to Christ, the Servant, the Orphan Grain Train movement encourages and enables 
God’s people to share personal and material resources in bringing Christ’s name and character to 
needy people both far and near. Sometimes that character expresses itself as a word well spoken, 
sometimes as a bandage well applied, and sometimes as a child well fed. 

mailto:delynda%40juno.com?subject=
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Children, Youth and Adult Bible Studies
Please consider joining one or more of our Bible studies. It’s a wonderful way to begin a new spiritual discipline.  
Virtual login information is available on Trinity’s website www.trinitydt.org. Children and youth classes are in person 
unless indicated otherwise. Adult classes are either virtual, in person or hybrid. 

SUNDAYS - CHILDREN (10:15 - 11:15 AM)

Nursery (Infants - age 2) - Room 234

Kingdom Quest 2 & 3 year olds - Room 233

Kingdom Quest 4 & 5 year olds - Room 232

Kingdom Quest 1st Grade - 4th Grade - Kingdom Hall (basement)

Casa ‘de Oracion Spanish (all grades) - Room 209

SUNDAYS - YOUTH (10:15 - 11:15 AM)

Foundations 56 (5th-7th* grades) - Room 207

High School (7th*-12th grades) - Underground (basement)

*7th graders can choose to attend Foundations 56 or 
High School Bible Study during the summer.

SUNDAYS - ADULT

Depending on Jesus

Led by Jim Cleary - 10:15-11:15 AM - Room 205 - Hybrid

As believers know we have to depend on Jesus for many things: for salvation, for guidance, for forgiveness, 
for daily needs. But to depend on Christ for everything? Excluding nothing? It’s a scary—but also a profoundly 
biblical—idea. Join us for our series of people in the Bible learning that they could rely on Christ to see them 
through, even when all other avenues of help failed. They encountered every kind of obstacle: hostility, loneliness, 
injustice, failure, and other seemingly impossible difficulties. Just as they discovered that Christ is sufficient for any 
and all circumstances, you will be encouraged to discover the same. Discussion oriented. 

Holy Spirit Letters

Led by Thomas DeVries and Anthony Flaviani - 10:15-11:15 AM - Room 206 - In Person

This study is interactive and provides facilitated discussion. This is a wonderful study for new Christians as well as 
seasoned disciples.   

Joining Jesus on His Mission

Led by Pastor Jose Flores of Casa ‘de Oracion - 10:15-11:15 AM - Room 211 - In Person

Participants are encouraged to join this study using the book and videos for Joining Jesus on His Mission. Written 
and produced by Trinity’s deployed missionary, Pastor Greg Finke, Joining Jesus on His Mission is a simple, powerful, 
and practical book that will move you and your tribe from merely thinking about being everyday missionaries to 
launching. You will feel both relief and hope as you gain insights into how to recognize where Jesus is already at 
work in your everyday world and join Him.

This is a Spanish-speaking Bible study opportunity.  

Romans 12-16 - “Living the Life of Love”

Led by Bill Fischer - 10:15-11:15 AM - Room 201 - Hybrid

In these last five chapters of his letter to the Romans, Paul applies the powerful gospel truths from the first eleven 
chapters to how we develop and nurture our relationship with others.  He gives us practical examples of “Living 
the Life of Love.”  

The Bible Alive … God In Action

Led by John Reisig - 10:15-11:15 AM - Room 124 - In Person

In this study, each Sunday offers a single stand alone topic. The material covered each week will provide a 
meaningful experience for regular participants, visitors to Trinity Downtown, and for those simply looking to get 
back into a routine of attending Bible study. The single topic format insures that no one will be lost or feel behind 

https://www.trinitydt.org/bible-study/
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during the study, and will feel welcome and encouraged to attend at any time. Bibles will be provided and 
utilized each week. Providing historical context to the scriptural message, and modern application of His word, 
the Bible will “Come Alive,” and show that God has been working throughout history, and is still working today out 
of love for His people.

The Book of Hebrews

Led by Pastor Paul Dorn - 7:00-8:00 PM - Virtual (On hiatus - will resume on August 21)

In our study of Hebrews we will be challenged with a rich theology and with practical applications for Christian life. 
We also will be encouraged to live for Christ in spite of our circumstances for through Jesus we are made capable 
of enduring and overcoming all the struggles of life.

TUESDAYS - ADULTS

Joining Jesus on His Mission - Virtual Bible Study for Young Adults

Led by Maddie Meier - 7:15 PM on every other Tuesday - Virtual

Young adults are encouraged to join this virtual study using the book and videos for Joining Jesus on His Mission.  
Written and produced by Trinity’s deployed missionary, Pastor Greg Finke, Joining Jesus on His Mission is a simple, 
powerful, and practical book that will move you and your tribe from merely thinking about being everyday 
missionaries to launching. You will feel both relief and hope as you gain insights into how to recognize where Jesus 
is already at work in your everyday world and join Him.  Books are available in the church office.

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/92015984452?pwd=ZUh4dnNTT3lzdVNQNTVmQWcwNDBKdz09 Meeting ID: 
920 1598 4452, Passcode: zGND4G

WEDNESDAYS - ADULTS 

Jesus in the Psalms (Women’s Study) 

Led by Mary Oliver - 6:30-7:30 PM - Virtual (There will be no class July 6 and 13 and August 24 and 31)

The class will be looking at a Psalm each week and where it is quoted in the New Testament to discover more 
about who Jesus is as we discuss what it means in Acts 17, “For in Christ we live and move and have our being.”

Virtual Midweek Spiritual Check-in

Led by Jim Cleary - 7:00-8:00 PM - Virtual

THURSDAYS - ADULTS

Sonrise Bible Study

Led by Pastor Donald Black - 7:30-8:30 AM - Virtual

The virtual study discusses the Scripture readings assigned for the following Sunday. The class is open to men and 
women. For more information, contact Pastor Black at 713.229.2917 or dblack@trinitydt.org.

Membership Changes
The following are the changes to membership approved at the June 2022 Governing Board meeting.

MEMBERSHIP IN

Baptism

• James Roland Blomquist (06/05/22)

MEMBERSHIP OUT

Transfer

• Kennedy Key to Our Savior LCMS - Houston, 
TX (05/25/22)

Released

• Elizabeth Cutaia (06/28/22)

• Blanche Martinez (06/28/22)

https://zoom.us/j/92015984452?pwd=ZUh4dnNTT3lzdVNQNTVmQWcwNDBKdz09 
mailto:dblack%40trinitydt.org?subject=


12 - Trinity Today

Article submission deadline is July 15 for articles to be published August 1, 2022.  
Submit articles to pschroeder@trinitydt.org.

Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Trinity Downtown
www.trinitydt.org 800 Houston Avenue • Houston, TX 77007 713-224-0684

STAFF DIRECTORY
713.224.0684

Senior Pastor
 Michael P. Dorn . . . .713.229.2940

Visitation Pastor
 Donald G. Black . . .713.229.2917

Associate Pastor of Missions
Greg Finke  . . . . . . .281.844.7644

Chief Financial Officer
 Ron Lacy . . . . . . . . .713.229.2970

Dir. of Administration 
and Human Resources
 Trinity Garrett  . . . . .713.229.2937

Director of Music and Worship
 Mary Voigt  . . . . . . .713.229.2922

Director of Youth and 
Children’s Ministries
 Haley Davisson . . . .713.229.2910

Director of Accounting
 Roseann Gamez  . .713.229.2962

Communications Coordinator
 Pam Schroeder  . . .713.229.2944

Contributions Manager
 Angela Avant . . . . .713.229.2963

Hostess (Mondays - Thursdays)
 Stefanie Bowman . .713.229.2950

Hostess (Fridays)
 Sarahai Flores . . . . .713.229.2950

Joyfully Sharing Christ’s Saving
Love With All People Now!

Life Thoughts in the Church 
Year - July 3 – Pentecost IV  – 
Sometimes testifying to 
the sanctity of life means 
confronting uncomfortable 
truths. Jesus speaks with 
just such courage to three 
whole cities in this week’s 
Gospel lesson (Luke 10:13-
15). And in our Epistle 
(Galatians 6:1), the Apostle 
Paul explains the ultimate 
purpose of warning against 
sin: to restore and redeem a 
treasured neighbor with faith 
and forgiveness even for 
abortion or assisted suicide.

(From the Summer 2022 issue of 
LifeDate, a journal of news and 
commentary from Lutherans For 
Life - www.lutheransforlife.org.)

mailto:pschroeder%40trinitydt.org?subject=

